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PREFACE. 



Rfiv Joseph Shelling, a sketch of whose life is 
presented in the following pages, has not occupied that 
position among ^men which would render his name 
conspicuous, or extend his reputation far beyond the 
circle of his immediate associations: but there are con- 
nected with the venerable man himself, his protracted 
history, incidents which, in the opinion of the publish- 
er and many judicious friends, require,as an act of jus- 
tice to merit long observed, no less than for the preser- 
Tation and wide circulation of interesting historical 
facts, that the Life of Snelling should have a place 
among the printed records of those who may be justly 
styled benefactors of their race. Mr. Snelling early 
devoted himself to the service of the church, and, at 
the age of twenty-four years, he engaged in the Gos- 
pel ministry, in which he has continued to the present 
time ; though for the last ten years, owing to the infirm- 
ities of age, his labors have been circumscribed to the 
narrow limits of a small society in the neighborhood of 
his country residence. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church are largely indebt- 
ed to the faithful services of Joseph Snelling. He was 
one of the few active members o£ \.\i«A. OaMxOck.^ \s\^^'^ 
DUP JBXCH 29 MX"R \^tj^ 

DJih^W THEOL SEM. 
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ton, who engaged in erecting their first meeting-house* 
Of this place of worship, more recently known as the 
Seaman's Bethel, and occupied by Rev, E. T. Taylor, 
Mr. Snelling was one of the Trustees. In the minis- 
try, he was the travelling companion of Jesse Lee, and 
other eminent pioneers of Methodism in the thinly set- 
tled towns of New Hampshire, Vermont, and particu- 
larly the District of Maine. He was the first Metho- 
dist minister who visited Nantucket, Martha's Vine- 
yard, and the wide circuit of towns on Cape Cod, He 
also baptized the first convert to Methodism in Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island* 

The fact alone, that he is the only survivor among 
the list of his early fellow laborers in the. Gospel vine- 
yard, and that he has recently furnished, from hig own 
pen, the manuscript copy of the accompanying work, 
IS sufficient to impart more than ordinary interest to its 
pages. 

JoHir MjcLeish, 



MEMOIR. 



CHAPTER I. 



I WAS bom and brought ap in Boston^ and con- 
tinued to live there, with my parents, till I became 
acquainted with the Methodists, and went out to 
preach the gospel. The first Methodist preach* 
er, that ever preached in Boston, I was informed' 
was the Rev. William Black, from England* 
He was an eminent man, both in character and 
talents. While on his passage to Halifax he 
stopped in Boston, and continued there several 
days, preaching to crowded' congregations. The 
work of the Lord immediately commenced under 
his ministry, and many were made partakers of 
his divine grace. 

As Mr. Black was obliged to leave Boston, 
feeling unwilling to leave the people like sheep 
without a shepherd, he wrote twice to Bishop 
Ajsbury, requesting him to send on a preacher. 
These letters were either intercepted or miscar^ 
tied, for Bishop Atbury nesv^t i««»n^ ^^assa.^ 
2 
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and no preacher at that time came ; consequently 
the young converts were scattered among differ- 
rent denominations, some to one and some to 
another. A number joined Dr. Stillman's church, 
of the Baptist order. When they related their 
experience, one after another, they would name 
Mr. Black as instrumental of their conversion, 
which caused the Dr. to exclaim, ^^ O that good 
Mr. Black." 

After this Mr. Black visited Boston several 
times, and I became intimately acquainted with 
him. I ever found him a truly excellent man.^ 
It was some time after Mr. Black left Boston 
before another preacher came, who, I think, was 
the Rev. Freeborn Garretson, who visited the 
place and preached there a short time. 

The first preacher, appointed by Conference 
for Boston, was the Rev. Jesse Lee. He preach- 
ed on the Common, where, it was thought, some 
thousands of people assembled to hear him ; but 
notwithstanding so many people attended the 
preaching, he found it difficult to form a society, 
or even to procure a place to preach in. A 
gentleman, by the name of Samuel Burrell, was 
very actvie in the cause of Methodism, and,. I 
believe, was the first tbatenteriained the preach- 
ers at his own house* 
. la the year 1792 a few joined in society, and 
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tbe number continued gradually to increase. 
The next preacher stationed in Boston was the 
Rev. Ezekiel Cooper. Mr. Lee was the first 
Methodist preacher that I ever heard, but Mr. . 
Cooper was the one instrumental of my con« 
version. One Sabbath evening I heard that 
there was to be a Methodist meeiing at a private 
house. Preaching in private houses was to me 
a novel thing, and to satisfy my curiosity I deter- 
mined to go. Accordingly I asked some of my 
companions to go with me to a Methodist meet- 
ing. They readily complied with my request, 
and we went, calculating to have considerable 
sport on the occasion. When I entered the 
bouse my mind was as light and trifling, and I 
felt as much prejudice iig;ainst them, as ever; 
but when I heard the solemn tone of the preach- 
er, and saw the solemnity upon the countenances 
of the hearers, I also was struck with a degree 
of seriousness that I neVier felt before. There 
were but about eighteen or twenty persons 
present. 

Mr. Cooper was speaking on prejudice. He 
illustrated his subject as follows. Suppose, aid 
he, here are three men and three apples. We 
will say that each of these apples are defective. 
One man takes an apple, and, because he finds 
it defective, casts the whole vn^^ ^X^^ ^^j^^^^^s^ 
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bad. A second man takes an apple, and, he 
also finds it derective, but eats the whole. Now, 
said he, this man conducts as inconsistently aa 
the other ; but the third receives the good, and 
casts the bad away. So, said be, we should 
prove all things ; hold bat that which is good, 
and cast the bad away. I was immediately 
divested of prejudice, and felt very much inter- - 
ested in the preaching. He spake* also, in a 
very impressive manner, of the sufferings and 
death of our Savior — of Peter's denying him — 
how he followed the Lord at a distance — that 
when the cock crew the Lord looked upon him ; 
and of his repentance, &c. I have heard many 
preachers, but I thought I had never before 
heard such preaching as this. An impression 
was made upon my mind that was never erased. 

After this I had a great desire to attend meet- 
ing again, and went the next Sabbath. The 
meeting was in a chamber, which was crowded 
with people. Mr. Cooper gave out the hymn, 
giving two lines at a time, so that any of the 
congregation that had not a book might join in 
singing. 

His text was from 1 Thes. v. 19, <^ Queue 
not the Spirit.^' He spake of the properties c 
fire..^at it is warming, enlightening, and puri 
fyinguHind applied it to the spirit in a Tery clea 
manner. 
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He mentioned many ways the Spirit might 
be quenched, and described my own feelings so 
plainly, that it seemed as if some one had told 
him of my case. I endeavored to suppress my 
feelings, but found it was in vain. I then felt 
determined to seek an interest in the Savior, and 
to forsake the vanities of this world, and devote 
myself to the service of God. 

I was delighted with the mnnner as well as 
matter of Mr. Cooper's preaching. I thought he 
was indeed, like ApoUos, mighty in the scrip- 
tures, a workman that needeth not be ashamed. 

The first person, that I opened my minH to, 
on the subject of religion, was' Jacob Hawkins, a 
young man from England. In him I found an 
invaluable friend. He took me, as it were, by 
the hand and led me on, encouraging and assist- 
ing me every way that was in his power. I was 
soon introduced to Mr. Cooper, who also appear- 
ed very much interested in my behalf. 

I now attended all the meetings, felt willing 
to give up the company of my former thoughtless 
associates, and every hinderance in my way, and 
was resolved to seek the Lord with my whole 
heart. My mind was constantly in a praying 
frame. Often, when there was no meeting, 
would I go, in the evening, to a place at the 
end of the Common, now caJ^adi ^^»5:«^ ^^S^^^ 
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which was a retired place, and there, free from 
interruption, spend many an hour alone id 
meditation and prayer.*" The world, with all it 
could give, was then as nothing in my esteem* 
I had no desire to go to the theatre or any of 
those places of amusements which I formerly 
loved. I continued to seek the Lord in all the 
means of grace, but it was sometime before I 
iound peace in believing. This took place, I 
think, in a prayer-meeting. While ^ntempla- 
ting on the sufferings and death of our blessed 
Redeemer, my heart was melted into tenderness, 
and I was brougl^to give up all for Christ, who 
was indeed, to mjrsoul, ^< the chiefest among ten 
thousand and altc^ether lovely .'' I felt that the 
Lord Jesus Christ had power on earth to forgave 
sins, and I rejoiced in him with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. 

I now felt willing to cast in my lot with the 
people of God, and immediately joined the 
Society, much to the dissatisfaction of some of 
my friends. This was in the summer of 1793. 

I can recollect every male member that be- 
longed to the Society at that time, viz., Samuel 
Burrell, Elijah Lewis, Daniel Lewis, Abraham 

* In the street, now called Reacon street, thM» were at tbat time but 
three houses. These were Qoremor Hancock's, Dtiacon Nyea, and Maatei 
yjnal'^ M called. 
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IngersoIIy Uriah Tufts, and Jacob Hawkins. 
The whole number in Sooiety when I joined did 
not exceed eighteen. Uriah Tufts, if living, ' 
and myself are the only survivors of the male 
members. 

Brother Jesse Lee was then Presiding Elder, 
and preached several times on the Conmion. 
On one occasion Brother Hawkins and myself 
attended him from my father's house, which was 
not far from the Common, and carried a table 
and chair for his use. We stood by him the 
whole time that we might give him all the 
assistance necessary. We spread a green cloth 
over the table, and he stood upon that and began 
to sing, with only a few persons present, but, by 
the time he had prayed and commenced his 
sermon, the nnmber increased so that it was 
thought by some that he had nearly three 
thousand hearers. 

Brother Lee's manner of preaching was well 
calculated to draw the attention of the people. 

At one . time, when speaking upon faith and 
works, he illustrated, by using the figure of a 
. man in a boat with two oars. If, said he, the 
man rows with the oar that is in his right hand 
only, the boat will go round the other way; * but 
if he should use both hands together, in rowings 

*A mUot ia the coDgng&Uon ct\«4 ou\.,"^Wvi ^wsf\.>Dft ^s^^^*^^'^^^ 
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the boat would go forward : so faith and wmkM 
must go together. 

The members of our little society were truly 
united in love — ^we were like one £Eunily, bound 
together by the strongest ties. 

The first annual conference I erer attended 
was at Lynn. The greater part of the society 
went also. Our friends there received us very 
affectionately, and treated us with great hospi- 
tality. Here the first Methodist society was 
formed, and the first meeting-hftase built in Mas- 
sachusetts* The preachers composing this con- 
ference were Bishop Asbury, Jesse Lee, Ezekiel 
Cooper, John Hill, Lemuel Smith, Jordan Riz- 
ford and M. Rayner. The conference was very 
interesting, and we returned to Boston truly 
gratified. 

We now had morning prayer meetings estab- 
lished, which were held every Sabbath morning, 
at seven o'clock : these were attended both sum- 
mer and winter. I used to take an active part 
in these meetings, and found them very profita- 
ble. 

One Sabbath morning, immediately after the 
close of one of these meetings, a gentleman, 
whom I never saw before, came to me and took 
me by the hand, appearing to be in great agita- 
tion ; he trembled much, and his countenance 
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was of a deathly paleness. He said to me, 
<' Sir, I saw you last night in a dream — ^I knew 
you as soon as I saw you ; and the singing I 
have just heard, is the very singing I heard in 
my dream." I had near a mile to walk to my 
father's house, and he accompanied me ; giving 
me an opportunity to converse with him. I 
found that he was the captain of a vessel, and 
belonged to Provincetown. 

He told me that he came to Boston the day 
before. The lady with whom he boarded asked 
him if he had ever heard the Methodists. He. 
answered in the negative* Then, said she, I 
advise you to go and hear them ; I believe them 
to be the people of God, and although I am a 
Baptist, I often attend their meetings : to-mor^- 
row morning they have a prayer meeting at sev- 
en o'clock, and I advise you to go. Soon after 
this conversation, continued he, I retired to rest, 
and had the following dream. 

<< I thought I had lost my garment in a well. 
I dove down in order to recover it, and was im- 
mediately taken with a great trembling and shiv- 
ering with cold. All at once a door opened, 
and a man came out and asked me what I was 
doing tliere. If you stay there, said he, you will 
freeze to death ; come in and see my daughters. 
I thought I went in. Th^ Yvo\x«i^ \qkJ6a^ ^^v^ 
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beautiful, displaying perfect neatness and ele- 
gance. His daughters also appeared very beau- 
tiful, but they looked older than their fiither. 
While I was there, I heard the most melodious 
singing I ever heard. The man who invited me 
in, took up a vessel and drank for some time, 
I told him I was fearful that he would drink too 
much. No, said he, I shall not ; I drink this 
because I am so glad to see you. 

It then appeared to me that a door opened, 
and I came out and met a man who asked where 
that singing was from. I told him that I had 
just come from where it was, and asked him if 
he wished to go there. He said he did. I told 
him he must dive to get there, and asked him 
how deep he could dive. He told how deep he 
thought he could dive. You must go deeper 
than that, said I, or you never can reach the 
place." 

This, said my friend, is the dream, and the in- 
terpreration is this : — '< That which I saw you 
drink so freely is the spirit of the gospel ; your 
daughters represented in the dream, are your ' 
spiritual children ; and you will some day be- 
come a preacher." This appeared the more re- 
markable, as we never saw each other before. 
This man afterward became a preacher himself. 

We continued to meet in a chamber for moT*^ 
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than two years before our meeting-house wat 
built. The names of the preachers that occa^ 
sionally preached in this chamber were these : 
Bishop Asbury, Jesse Lee, Ezekiel Cooper, Amos 
6. Thompson, David P. Kendall, Evan Rogers, 
George Pickering, John Hill, George Cannon, 
and John Harper. Notwithstanding our num- 
ber in society was very small, yet we paid the 
rent of the chamber, the expenses of the lights, 
the preacher's board, his quarterage, &.c. 

Jacob Hawkins, Amos Binney, and myself, 
used to meet in band. These meetings we 
found very profitable ; here we could open our 
minds to each other without reserve, pray for 
each other, and praise God together : we often 
found them to be very precious seasons ;. and in 
thus waiting upon God, our spiritual strength 
was renewed. 

The first tickets given out for Love-feast in 
Boston, Jacob Hawkins and myself had printed 
at our own expense. 

About that time we had considerable persecu- 
tion. Sometimes stones would be thrown into 
our windows and come very near the preacher's 
head ; sometimes we were disturbed with disa- 
greeable noise, &c. But these things did not 
in the least discourage us ; we knew that God 
was with us, and could xejoficfc xSoaX ^^ ^^i.^ 
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counted worthy to suffer affliction and persecu- 
tion for Christ's sake. 

The Church and congr^;ation were daily in- 
creasing, and we found it necessary to deyise 
some means for building a meeting house ; ac- 
cordingly we set ourselves about it. Brother 
Lee collected money for us at Baltimore, Phila^ 
delphia, and New York. A piece of land was 
immediately purchased at the north part of the 
town, and on the 28th of August, 1795, the cor- 
ner stone was laid by Rev. Jesse Lee. I was 
appointed one of the trustees to the house. 

After giving what I was able to give, Elijah 
Lewis and myself went round the town and ask- 
ed aid of the people. One day we collected 
about one hundred dollars. We called upon 
Gov. Bowdoin s widow, who received us very 
courteously, contributed something for the house 
and conversed with us sometime. She inquired 
particularly concerning the doctrines and forms 
of the Methodist Church, said she wished us 
prosperity. She told us that she had a brother 
in England who was a Methodist, and she had 
often heard him speak of his good friend John 
Wesley. 

We called also on the French Consul, and 
presented him the subscription paper. After he 
had read it, he returned it to us again, saying. 
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** This no my religion ; I very sorry.*' Of conne 
we received nothing from him. 

John Harper, from Ireland, was at this time 
our stationed preacher. While he was in Bos- 
ton, he became acquainted with the Rev. Mr. 
Murray, the Universalist minister. As they both 
came from the same country, they were much 
attached to each other. Mr. Murray kindly of- 
fered his meeting house for Mr. Harper to preach 
a charity sermon in, to assist us. Mr. Murray, 
when he appointed the meeting, said to his con- 
gregation, '< My Father's children are coming 
here this evening ; I wish you all to attend, and 
be sure that your pockets are not empty." 

Mr. Harper accordingly preached there that 
evening, and Mr. Murray took a part in the ex- 
ercises with him. We had a crowded house, 
and a liberal contribution. Thus the Lord pros- 
pered us, and in a short time our house was fin- 
ished. 

The Rev. George Pickering preached the ded- A 
ication sermon, from Haggai ii. 19, ''From this j 
day will I bless you." Our church and congre- 
gation continued to increase, so that our meet- 
ing-house was generally well filled with attentive 
hearers. 

There was a small society of Methodists^ al 
this time, in Maiden, ¥rVi\c\\ YoA no %\»5»a\NR^ 
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preacher ; they requested Bro. Hawkiiu and 
myself to hold prayer-meetings there, which we 
did erery Sabbath afternoon, for tome time. 
We used to attend the forenoon meeting b 
Boston, and after meeting walk to Maldeo, a 
distance of five miles, and attend meeting there 
in the afternoon, and often, in the evening. 
These meetings were well attended, and often 
refreshing seasons from the presence of the 
Lord. 

About this time, I received, from the Quar- 
terly Conference in Boston, license to exhort 
Bro. Hawkins and myself were requested to visit 
Truro, and other places on the Cape. Feeling 
desirous to be useful in the cause of the blessed 
Savior, we accepted the invitation, and were 
very cordially received by the people. 

In Truro, as they had no meeting-house, we 
held our meetings in private houses. Here the 
Lord poured out his Spirit in a wonderful man- 
ner ; many souls were brought from darkness to 
light, and praised God for redeeming grace. 
This was the greatest work I had ever witnessed. 

At this period, I was greatly exercised respect- 
ing my call to the ministry. I opened my mind 
to Bro. Hawkins, and found that he was simi- 
larly exercised. 

After a few weeks we returned to Boston. 
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The people on the Cape were very urgent to 
have U8 come back as their preachers. Bro« 
Hawkins went, and was gladly received. He 
labored with great success for about three 
months, when he returned, sick with the con* 
sumption. His great anxiety and indefatigable 
labors for the good of souls were more than his 
frail body could bear, and, no doubt, caused his 
sun to go down at noon. When he died, it 
might truly have been said, ^' A great man hath 
fallen in Israel:" for the truly great are the tru- 
ly good. 

I felt the event of his death severely. From 
our first acquaintance we were very much at* 
tached to each other. Our hearts were knit to- 
gether, like David and Jonathan, and I could 
say with David, '< I am distressed for thee, my 
brother ; very pleasant hast thou been unto me." 

I continued to feel an impression that it was 
my duty to go out and sound the glad tidings of 
the gospel of peace. The preachers encouraged 
me much to* go forward in that duty, and I felt 
ike Paul, when he said, ^' Wo is me if I preach 
not the Gospel," yet I feared that I should run 
without tidings, and so, according to the Word 
of God, should not profit the people. 

I was convinced, that a preacher of the Gos- 
pel must be called by a Vi\^<^\ ^^^\ ^^bskjdl ^xasiL 
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be given by man. He must know the truth 
himself, and be experimentally acquainted with 
the Gospel plan of salvation, in order to instruct 
others : if this is not the case, he will be like 
Ahimaz, who when he came to the king, could 
give no correct account, but only say, *^ I saw a 
great tumult, but knew not what it was," but 
when Cushi came, he could give a particular 
account of all that had taken place. So every 
preacher, that is sent by the Lord, can present a 
clear view of the plan of salvation, and thus be 
instrumental of winning souls to Christ. 

At length, after much prayer and submitting 
my case ^to the Lord, I ventured forward, and 
received licence to preach, signed by Rev. Jesse 
Lee, at a Quarterly Conference held in Boston. 
It was not from the consideration of any worldly 
good, that I undertook the important work of 
preaching the Gospel. At that time, I attended 
to the book-binding business, and kept a large 
book store, for a French gentleman in Boston, 
and was very liberally compensated. The gen- 
tleman was very anxious to have me continue 
with him. The salary of an unmarried preacher 
was sixty-four dollars, and his travelling ex- 
penses. Bishop Asbury used to tell us we were 
allowed that sum if we could get it. But many 
of us did not get so much as that 
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It was not for ease ; for the labor of an itine- 
rant Methodist preacher, at that time, was ardu- 
ous : those who were on regular circuits were 
obliged to travel and preach almost every day, 
besides meeting the classes ; and were often 
called to pass through fatigue, cold and heat, 
storms, &c. 

It was not for honors ; for the Methodists, at 
that time, were very much persecuted, and con* 
sidered by some as beneath their notice. But a 
desire to be instrumental in the salvation of pre- 
cious souls, and to obey my Lord and Master, 
who called me to the work, and made me willing 
to forego the pleasures of this life, and to count 
not my life dear unto me that I might win souls 
to Christ. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Mt first appointment, as a preacher, was at 
Provincetpwn. Previous to my going there, a 
.few brethren used to assemble for prayer and 
reading the Scriptures. 

The first Methodist minister that ever preach- 
ed in Provincetown, was Rev. William Humbert, 
a Local Preacher. He was captain of a vessel, 
and, when on a voyage from New York to St. 
Johns, put in to Provincetown harbor, and being 
wind-bound^ continued there several days. Some 
of his men went on shore and called at a public 
house, and in the course of the conversation 
mentioned that their captain was a preacher. 
This information was soon spread abroad among 
the people, and they immediately sent to Mr. 
I Humbert, requesting him to preach. He accord- 
i ingly appointed a meeting, and preached every 
evening while he stayed there. 

The Spirit and power of God attended his 

labors, and several souls were awakened and 

converted through his instrumentality. Thus 

the good seed was sown, and a reformation took 

place. 
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They soon sent to Boston for a preacher, and 
the Rev. George Cannon was stationed there. 
The Methodist, at that time, suffered more per- 
secution there than in any other place in the 
State. 

Mr. Cannon labored very successfully, and 
soon formed a society, which continued to in* 
crease till they were sufficiently strong to build 
a meeting-house. They then purchased a frame 
ready fitted to raise. This was brought in a 
vessel and landed on the shore ; they suffered it 
to remain there through the night, calculating to 
have it erected in its proper place on the follow- 
ing day — but lo ! when morning came, they 
found that their frame, in the course of the night, 
had been cut up, carried off, and destroyed. 

The society was not to be discouraged at this. 
They soon procured another frame, and suc- 
ceeded in erecting it ; working in the day time, 
and keeping watch at night, till it was boarded. 
The house, though, like the walls of Jerusalem, 
built in troublous times, was soon finished. The 
work of the Lord went on, and the society pros- 
pered. 

Bro. Lee visited them about this time. He 
was a plain, pointed and powerful preacher. 
While he was there, he preached from 1 Cor. 
XV. 34; ^^ Awake to ngliieowikeeA wA %\sx \!l^\«, 
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for ioma iMiTe not the knowledge of Giod : I 
speak this to your shame." 

In the course of his sermon he drew the nmi- 
larity between a person in a natural sleep and 
the sinner asleep in his sins. He said, If a man 
has a number of children asleep, and wishes to 
arouse them, it will not do to say, Boys and girlsi 
get up. No, he must call them out by name ; 
Tom, John, awake ! Now, sinner, I must call 
you out by name. Tom, the swearer, wake up, 
or you will miss of heaven \ Richard, the drunk- 
ard, wake up, or you will sink to everlasting wo ! 
Thieves, wake up ! Did I say thieves ? Yea, 
thieves ; for, who can say there are no thieves in 
Provincetown, when they stole the Methodist 
meeting-house frame, cut it up, and carried it 
off? Wake up, or you will lose your souls V^ 

Some of the men were present that assisted in 
taking away the frame, and afterward confessed 
that they expected every moment that he would 
expose them before the congregation. Several 
of these men embraced religion, and joined the 
Methodist church. 

Mr. Lee was well calculated to plant churches ; 
he was alike indifferent to the frowns or fiatteriee 
of men, and nothing would divert him from his 
purpose, when his duty was concerned. 

He once had an appointment to preach in a 
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tertain town in the State of Maine. A physician 
residing in the place was requested, by some <if 
the people, to wait on Mr. Lee, and forbid his 
preaching there. Accordingly the physiciaa 
called on Mr. Leo, and, after the necessary in- 
troduction, Miid to him, ** Sir, it is the opinion of 
our best thinking men that it will not do for yon 
to preach here to-day." Said Bro. Lee, ^* Docr 
tor, do your best thinking men condemn a man 
before they hear him* I shall preach in half 
an hour, and do you come and hear me." He 
never met with oppoMtion in that place after 
that. 

Mr. Lee was thought by some to be rather 
arbitrary in his disposition, and one might sup- 
pose that he was destitute of the finer feelings 
of our nature. But it was not so. He was na- 
turally cheerful, and would sometimes weep lik« 
a child. I travelled with him many miles, was 
well acquainted with him, and ever found him a 
sincere, warm-hearted friend. The Lord blessed 
him in his ministry, and he was instrumental of 
much good. 

I now commenoed my labor in the ministry in 
Provincetown. After I had become acquainted 
with the people, whose kind attentions to me at 
that time I can never forget, it appeared like 
home^ and I was perfectly couXatAfc^ ^xA.\!a:%^ 
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in my situation. The reformation still went on, ' 
and many precious souls were brought from 
darkness to light I preached on the Sabbath, 
a part of the time, at Truro. There also the 
congregations were large, aud the Word ran and 
was glorified. Bro. Lee was Presiding Elder. 
It was his request that I should be removed from 
Provincetown to Rhode Island, and another take 
my place. He brought a young man with him 
for that purpose, and I was exchanged. The 
people were very anxious to have me continue 
with them, and expostulated with Bro. Lee re* 
specting it : but nothing could move him from 
his purpose. 

- I found it hard parting with this dear people 

— many came to our lodging to bid us farewelL 
Bro. Lee prayed with, and sung the followikig 
hymn, which affected the people very much. 

** The time draws nigh when you and 1 
Are to be aeparated ^ 
And tbk doth grieve our hearto to leav* 
Each other, and be parted. 

Bat, brethren dear, don't let us fear. 

We soon shall meet together ; 
When toils are o'er, we '11 part no mor6> 

But reign with Christ forever." 

I parted with Bro. Lee at Yarmouth. He had 
previously left several appointments for me to 
fulfil on my journey, and on my way 1 eIo^^^^ 
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for a short time at Sandwich. From there I 
went to New Bedford, where I was expected to 
preach. The circuit I was on was called War- 
ren Circuit in Rhode Island, but it extended into 
part of Massachusetts. Daniel Ostrander waft 
my colleague ; we labored very affectionately 
together. 

We preached nearly every day in tte week, 
besides attending prayer-meetings and meeting 
the classes. It took us six weeks to go round 
the circuit. There was some revival of religion 
on the circuit. Bro. Lee, being our Presiding 
Elder, attended all the quarterly meetings. He 
attended one in a certain place where the people 
neglected to give the preachers any re^eshment 
at noon on the Sabbath. We told Bro. Lee of 
this, and on Sabbath afternoon he preached from 
Acts xxiv. 25, ^^ And as he reasoned of righte- 
ousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Fe- 
lix trembled.'' When speaking on temperance, 
he observed, " If we see a person asleep in the 
afternoon under preaching, it is a sign of intem- 
perance ; perhaps the person has eat too much 
dinner ; but we have no reason to fear such a 
thing in this place, for I have eat no dinner to- 
^ay. 

The last Quarterly Meeting for the year was 
at Cranston, which is abouX. \fi\i mA^^ ^xwjdl'^xw^- 



idence. The congregation was Tery large, and 
the meetiog very interesting. The Annual Con- 
ference that year, 1797, was at Wilbiaham, Mass. 
BrOw Lee and I attended, leaving Bro. Ostrander 
at Cranston. 

On our way to conference we stopped at a 
place in Connecticut, where Bro. Lee had a pre- 
vious appointmeut to preach. The weather was 
very warm, and the house filled with people. 
Bro. Lee observed to the congregation, that, if 
he should judge by his feelings, he should ex- 
pect a sleepy time that afternoon. But it proved 
otherwise ; for his energetic manner of preaching 
so fixed their attention, that they thought no 
more of sleep. The Word was attended with 
Divine power, and i doubt not but much good 
was done. 

From this place we went on to Conference, 
and found that Bishop Asbury was sick, and 
consequently could not attend himself, but sent 
information by letter of what he desired should 
be done. Jesse Lee was chosen to officiate in 
his place. From this Conference I was sent to 
Sandwich, and succeeded Rev. Joshua Hall, 
who was the first Methodbt preacher stationed 
there. At that time there were but two preach- 
ers of our order on all the Cape. 

Before Methodism was introduced into Sand- 
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wich^ there waft a man there who formerly re- 
sided in Halifax, Nova Scotia. This gentleman 
became acquainted with the Methodists in that 
place, and experienced religion through their in- 
strumentality. He, being desirous to have 
preaching of that order in Sandwich, informed 
the people respecting the doctrines, &c., of Me- 
thodism, and requested them to take measures 
to have a preacher sent them. This gentleman 
was chosen as an agent, and immediately went 
to Boston, and applied for one there. I happen- 
ed to be in Boston at the time, and recollect the 
manner in which he introduced the subject. 
^< We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts : 
what shall we do for our sister in the day when 
she shall be spoken for ? If she be a wall, we 
will build upon her a palace of silver : and if 
she be a door, we will enclose with boards of 
cedar." 

While I was in Sandwich, I had two appoint- 
ments for preaching on the Sabbath, which were 
six miles apart : these I fulfilled in each place 
every other Sabbath. I preached half the time 
in th^ Congregational meeting-house, which was 
well filled with hearers ; and our prayer-meeting, 
and class-meetings were lively and powerful. 
Some, I trust, were made partakers of Divine 
grace. I tarried in this plae^ ^\io\i\.ivL^a!^^^«s5^ssa\ 
/ hope not altogether in va\u. 
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I was then removed to Needham. This cir* 
cuit was laiige and laborious. I had three differ- 
ent places for preaching on the Sabbath, weekly 
lectures and class-meetings to attend, and was 
the only preacher on the circuit. 

There was a meeting-house built in Needham, 
while I was on the circuit, and by the request of 
the society, I preached the dedication sermon, 
from Eph. ii. 19, 20, 24, " Now therefore ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citi- 
zens with the saints, and of the household of 
God ; and are built upon the foundation of the 
aposdes and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner stone ; in whom, all the build- 
ing, fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord." 

The next Annual Conference was at Gran- 
ville. I was appointed to labor on Martha's 
Vineyard, and was the second preacher station- 
ed there by Conference. I preached at the 
Harbor, called Holmes Hole, at Middletown, and 
Chilmark : the Island is about twenty miles in 
length, and I preached occasionally at each ex- 
treme part. The harbor at Holmes Hole is in 
the form of a horse shoe ; there are two points 
of land ; one is called the East and the other the 
West chop. In the winter season, vessels used 
to stop there for a pilot, to go over the shoalr 



REV. JOSEPH SNEtUNO. 35 

consequently we often had many sea-faring men 
to attend meeting. 

Often, in my sennon, I endeavored to draw 
the similarity between the Christian and the 
mariner. This method I generally found would 
draw their attention, favorably, to religious im- 
pressions upon their minds. 

At one time, immediately after the close of 
the meeting, a gentleman who was a sea cap* 
tain, came up the aisle and took me by the 
* hand, and said, ^' Sir, I give you many thanks 
for piloting us so safely home, and congratulat- 
ing us on our arrival to that harbor where 
storms and tempests can never reach us." 
Another said, ^^If yon had been preaching in 
Vermont, perhaps they would not have under- 
stood you ; but this is the preaching that we 
can understand.'' 

We had class meetings at the harbor every 
week, besides prayer meetings and weekly lec- 
tures. 

Some of the young people in that place were 
very fond of the amusement of dancing. They 
sometimes had what was called a house-warm- 
ing, i. e. when a house was built, the owner, on 
his first moving into it, gave a ball. While I was 
there a gentleman built a new house, and gave 
out word that he should hax^ ^Vio\i\^^^\\sfiec>t%. 
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He gave a general inTitation to all the yoimg 

people to attend ; but, said he, << Mr. Snelling 
inust bo the fiddler." By his request I preadi- 
ed at his house at the time appointed for the 
house warming, to a crowded assembly. The 
young people being disappointed, were deter- 
mined not to be defeated, and appointed a ball 
soon after. Not long before the day appointed 
for the ball, a gentleman saw a young lady who 
was expecting to attend, and asked her which 
she should prefer seeing, Mr. Snelling with his 
Bible, or the fiddler with his fiddle. She said 
she should prefer seeing the fiddler. The even- 
ing previous to the contemplated ball I preach- 
ed in the neighborhood, and the young lady at- 
tended ; she was awakened, and soon after was 
made a partaker of divine grace. 

Soon after the meeting, the same gentleman 
saw her again and said to her, << I wish to ask 
you the same question I did the other day. — 
Which would you now prefer seeing, Mr. Snell* 
ing with his Bible, or the fiddler with his fiddle?" 
^* O," said she with tears, << I should rather see 
Mr. Snelling; what I once called innocent 
amusement, and so much delighted in, I have 
no desire for now ; I freely renounce all these 
vanities, and lament that I have spent so much 
of my precious time in this worse than useless 
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This young lady was not the only 
one that was awakened at this meeting. The 
greater part of the young people were present — 
the power of God attended the word, and many 
were awakened ; there was weeping on every 
hand ; several were so much distressed in mind 
that they were unwilling to leave the place, and 
we were obliged to continue our meeting till a 
late hour. The ball was given up, and a glori- 
ous reformation followed. To the great and 
merciful God be all the glory. 

While I was at Martha's Vineyard, Deacon 
Barrett, a highly respectable member of the Con- 
gregational Church at Nantucket, sent me a 
pressing invitation to visit that island. After 
considering the matter, I thought it my duty to 
go. I tarried on the island about three weeks, 
and labored with them day and night, and the 
Lord in tender mercy crowned my labors with 
success. 

The first time I preached there, I took my 
text from Hosea x. 12, <^It is time to seek the 
Lord." This meeting was a refreshing season : 
the Lord poured out his spirit upon us, and sev- 
eral precious souls were brought to see their lost 
situation by nature, and expressed their determi- 
nation to forsake the vanities of this world, and 
seek the Lord while he maj be lo\Mftd^% ^ ^\j^^ 
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meetings nearly every evening in the week, and 
in the day time. Deacon Barrett and I visited 
from house to house, to converse with those who 
were under conviction. There were many cd- 
ored people that desired to attend our meetings, 
but could not be accommodated for want ci 
room. I visited them at their houses, and found 
many of them were anxious to attend meeting; 
I therefore, for their accommodation, appointed 
a meeting in the open air, at a place called Mill 
Hill. The meeting being publicly announced 
for many days previous, the people had an op- 
portunity of getting information, and a field 
meeting being a new thing there, and the weath- 
er being very calm and pleasant, they came from 
all parts of the island ; consequently the congre- 
gation was very large. 

I preached from Jonah i. 6, '^ So the ship- 
master came to him and said unto him. What 
meanest thou, O sleeper ? arise, call upon thy 
God, if so be that God will think upon us, that 
vfe perish not." A young lady sat at her win- 
dow at the time of meeting, and although the 
house was at some distance, heard a part of the 
sermon, and the Lord blessed it to her conver- 
sion. The next day I called at her house with 
Deacon Barrett, to see her, and found her ra 
great distress of mind ; so great that she had 
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taken her bed. We prayed with her, and en- 
deavored to show her the way of life and salva- 
tion by onr Lord Jesus Christ In a short time 
we observed a beautiful smile on her counte- 
nance. I asked her if she was happy. /< Yes," 
said she, << I am. The Lord has revealed to me 
his salvation. I feel his love in my heart, and 
can rejoice in Christ Jesus with joy unspeakable, 
and full of glory." She continued a faithful and 
humble Christian, and adOTned her profession by 
a godly life and conversation. 

Another young lady, at one of our evening 
meetings, was exercised in a most powerful man- 
ner. I scarcely ever saw the like. In her dis- 
tress she caught hold of me and cried out, " My 
soul is sinking to hell ! Is there no mercy ? 
Must I lie down in eternal sorrow ? " In about 
twenty minutes after this, she became calm, and 
I perceived a change in her countenance. I 
asked her if she loved the Lord ? " Yes," said 
she, " I do, and I love all my fellow creatures." 
She immediately knelt down in the presence of 
all the congregation, and prayed and praised 
God for what he had done for her soul. Sever- 
al years afterward I heard from her, and learned 
that she had lived a godly life since she profess- 
ed religion, and continued faithful to the grace 
given. 
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While I was there a goodly number were con 
▼erted, beside many anxious inquirers. O the 
infinite wisdom and goodness of God ! To him 
be all the glory. 

I was very much attached to this people, and 
cannot foiget their kindness, which they mani* 
fested both by word and deed ; for they bestow- 
ed upon me of the good things of this life boun- 
tifully. They were anxious to have me visit 
them again before Conference, which I en- 
gaged to do, and reluctantly left them and re- 
turned to the Vineyard. I was cordially - wel- 
comed by the society and people, and found the 
Church well engaged, and the young converts 
going on their way rejoicing. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

According to engagement, I visited them again 
at Nantucket, and found the cause of religion 
flourishing. Reverend George Cannon, a local 
preacher, resided there, who labored faithfully 
with them, and was instrumental of much good. 

The Annual Conference was held this year, 
1799, in the city of New York. Our friends at 
Nantucket provided a passage for me in a ves- 
sel commanded by a Captain Rawson. There 
were nine masters of vessels who went with us 
as passengers to New York, in order to take 
charge of vessels sailing from there. On Sab- 
bath afternoon, as we were pleasantly sailing 
with a gentle breeze through Long Island Sound, 
Capt. Rawson came to me, and asked me to 
preach a sermon. I very readily complied with 
his request, and accordingly stood upon the 
quarter deck and began the exercises by singing 
and prayer. Very soon the sailors all came near 
and listened to the word with decorum and ap- 
parent seriousness. 1 preached from Rev. xxii. 
1,2, " And he showed me a p\we tvset ol ^^^21. 
4 
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of life, clear as crystal, proceeding oat of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst 
of the street of it, and on either ^side of the Hy- 
er, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month : and the leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations." It was a solemn and 
interesting season, and I trust not without acme 
good effect ; for several years after this, I met a 
gentleman in the street at Nantucket, who ao 
costed me in a very friendly manner, and asked 
if I recollected preaching on board a vessel while 
on a passage to New York. Of course I an- 
swered in the affirmative. ^^Well," said he, 
" that sermon I never shall forget ; it was the 
means of the conversion of my soul ; for which 
I bless God." '< In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thy hand ; for 
thou knowest not which shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall be alike 
good."- 

After a pleasant passage we arrived at New 
York ; where I had the pleasure of seeing sev- 
eral of the old preachers. While I was there, I 
went, in company with two or three preacherpi 
to hear the Rev. Joseph Pilmoor. He was one 
of the two regular preachers first sent by Mr. 
Wesley to America, before Bishop Asbury. 
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The Societj at Nantacket, desiring to have 
a preacher sent them from this Conference 
requested me to speak to the Biriiopon the 
subject. Agreeably to their request X repfeisented 
their situation to the Conference. Bishop As- 
bury asked me tf I was willing to be their 
preacher. I told him I was willing, and accord- 
ingly I was stationed there. 

At this Conference I was ordained Deacon 
Rev. Jesse Lee preached the ordination sermon 
from Acts xiv. 32, "Confirming the souls of the 
disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the 
faith, and that we must through muoh tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God." This was a 
very harmonious and agreeable Conference. 
Some of the oldest and ablest preachers were 
present, and the preaching was spirituiJ aiMl' 
powerful. One evening, towards the close o| 
the Conference, we had a meeting in the Bowery 
meeting-house. After preaching, it began ta 
thunder and lighten, and rain very powerfully, 
so that the people could not conveniently leave 
the house. Brother M'Clasky called upon> 
Brother Broadhead and myself to sing a spiritual 
song. We began to sing, " WeVe found tbS' 
Rock, the travellers cried,^ die. This had a 
peculiar effect upon the people; for before we 
got throi^ the hymn thAce yi^^k fh<w<i«\ % \Bi», 
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every part of the house ; also several were in 
distress of mind for their souls. Although the 
storm had subsided, the people would not leave 
the house. I staid till eleven o'clock, and then 
left them. We often see in our meetings the 
powerful and salutary effects of singing. Truths 
which perhaps by some when heard from the 
pulpit would not be regarded, are heard with 
serious attention in a spiritual song. We read, 
'^ That the morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy ; " and David 
saith, '' I will sing unto the Lord as long as I 
live ; I will sing praise to my God while I have 
my being." 

Rev. George Pickering was our presiding 
Elder. He informed me that a difficulty had 
taken place in Truro, on the Cape, in conse- 
quence of the imprudence of a certain local 
preacher residing there, and requested me to go 
there instead of Nantucket. As I was acquainted 
with the people, and as a considerable degree of 
friendship was established between us, he thought 
I might have some influence in settling the dif- 
ficulty. After duly considering the matter I 
consented to go. 

When I arrived there, I found great dissension 
among the people, which had resulted in a com- 
plete division. Immediately after my arrival. 
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I appointed a meeting, to be held at the meeting 
house on the following Thursday. Accordingly 
I met them at the time appointed, and found the 
house crowded with people. I told them I was 
very sorry to find things so unpleasant among 
them, and advised them to investigate the mat- 
ter, and, if possible, bring about an amicable 
settlement. They said they had nothing 
against me, but they named several other preach- 
ers, against whom they appeared to be greatly 
ly exasperated; "and," said they, "we forbid 
any preacher going into that pulpit to preach, on 
his peril." I told them that I came there as a 
preacher ; and, said I, next Sabbath I shall make 
an attempt to preach in this house, and I shall 
come in all the strength and power God will give 
me. 

The local preacher referred to, who was the 
cause of the difficulty, had his particular friends, 
who insisted that he should preach there a part 
of the time ; but the people, generally, were op- 
posed to this, not having much confidence in 
him. I told the people that the house was built 
for a Methodist meeting-house, there being no 
pews, but all free^ seats. Said I, gentlemen, 
when this house was built, you were at liberty 
to give as little or much as you pleased, wv\J\qv\\. 
way compulsion. Now, as we Viad t«L>Ja«t v;s!Ski 
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wrong than do wrong, it is our request that 700, 
who after giving your money and professing Id 
give it freely, now demand it back again, come 
forward and let us know who you are. Five or 
aix men oame forward and demanded notes. 
One said that he would not take a note unless I 
signed it. Accordingly I signed the note and 
tdd him he should be paid, if I had to sell my 
liorse and watch. After we had settled Witb 
those who required notes, we took possession of 
the meeting-house and occupied it unmolested. 

Our congregations were small at first ; but this 
did not discourage us, as we believed we were 
1^ the way of our duty, and our trust was in the 
Lord. It was not long before all, except one, 
who had taken notes, came back and gave tlMm 
up ; and he afterwards gave up his. The con- 
gregation continued to increase till the house 
Was well filled. The local preacher, after a pro- . 
per tridf gave up preaching and attended as a 
hearer. 

We could now set under our own vine and 
fig-tree, none daring to molest or make us afraid. 
The young converts were engaged and walking 
in the truth ; Christian amity prevailed, and the 
lAMrd was with us. Many of the church and 
congregation were sea-faring men, who generally 
wero ftt sea all the year except ^VDXffc^tixKMib- 
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quentljr in the winter season, when they were ali 
at home, our meeting-house was filled to over- 
flowing. Our singing was excellent, for many of 
them sur^ with the spirit and the understanding 
also. I have ever felt a strong attachment to Uie 
tribe of Zebulon, which is generally considered 
the tribe of mariners. I have labored among 
them in many places, and ever found them an 
open hearted, interesting people. They are 
easy of access, and easily wrought upon. I have 
heard masters of vessels exhort and pray in the 
most fervent manner. They are not clothed 
with tradition, as many are, which is often a 
great hinderance to hearing the word profitably. 

Some years ago there was a revival of religion 
among the Indians, and many white people also 
were sharers in the work. It was observed that 
white people continued longer under conviction, 
and were not so soon brought into the liberty of 
the Gospel as the Indians were. Some one ask- 
ed an Indian if he could tell the cause of this. 
"Why," said he, "the white man has a great 
many clothes on, and it takes him some time to 
take them off — meaning his tradition ; but the 
Indian has only to throw off his blanket." The 
same will generally apply to the mariner. 

I was once travelling from Boston to Proy- 
idence in a stage coach whicVv 'w^i'a ^J^fe\ ^li^Sct 
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gailors. They were full of glee, and^ had it not 
been that they sometimes made use of profane 
language, their conversation would have been 
quite amusing. They would " luff" and ^< bear 
away," ^^ heave the lead," and inquire how many 
knots she went, &c. I sat for some time with- 
out speaking a word, but at length addressed 
myself to the Captain, and, in a mild manner^ 
told him of the impropriety of using such lan- 
guage. Said he, ^^ I know it is wrong, I condemn 
it myself; but we mean no harm — we have just 
returned from sea, and are going home to our 
friends, and feel rejoiced." We conversed to- 
gether very freely for some time, and I found 
him to be a very intelligent, sensible man. The 
sailors were all attention to our conversation, 
and not another unbecoming word proceeded 
from their lips throughout the journey. Just 
before we arrived at Providence they told me 
if I would preach that evening they would come 
and hear me. 

While I was on the Cape I preached in 
Provincetown, Truro, Wellfleet, Harwich and 
Chatham. I had preached to some of these 
people about two years before, when that friend- 
ship was established between us that is not 
easily broken. They now received me with 
every mark of affection, and here I felt perfectly 
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at home. The church was well engaged, and 
walked in the light and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. The young converts also were faithful 
in the discharge of their duty, and, like Gideon's 
soldiers, they broke their pitchers and showed 
their lamps. The Lord 'was with us and blessed 
us in our meetings, which were powerful anc| 
profitable. At that time there was but one other 
preacher of the Methodist order stationed on 
the Cape. 

My circuit extended from thirty to forty miles. 
In order to attend my appointments I had to 
cross what is called Eastham Plain. This plain 
reminds one of the deserts of Arabia. It was a 
body of sand, about three miles in length* 
When the wind was high, the sand, when seen 
from a distance, appeared like a cloud, and was 
almost suffocating. I have sometimes, when 
passing over it, found it difficult to open my 
eyes. 

Provincetown is a thickly settled place ; the 
people are generally weathy, enterprising, and 
industrious. I continued on the Cape one year, 
and was again called to leave, with great reluct- 
ance, the friendly people. 

From there I went to Cranston, R. I., to 
transact some business with Colonel Lippet who 
resided there. I was iuviled lo \axt^ ^te« ^is^'^ 
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and preach on the Sabbath^ which I consented 
to do. While I was' there Bishop Asbury and 
Bishop Whatcoat came, and I had the pleasure 
of hearing both of them on the Sabbath. From 
Cranston Iwent to Boston to attend the Annud 
Conference. This was in the year 1800. At 
this conference a young man by the name of 
Solomon Langdon and myself were appointed to 
Warren Circuit. This circuit was very large ; it 
contained about twenty different places within 
its bounds. In several places the Lord poured 
out his spirit upon the people in a wonderful 
manner. My colleague was a very amiable 
young man, who labored faithfully in the Lord's 
vineyard. We went forward in our work, trust- 
ing in the strength of the Lord, and labored very 
harmoniously together. 

We formed a society in Cumberland, and a 
blessed reformation commenced there. At one 
time we appointed a meeting for baptism, and, 
notwithstanding the weather was very cold, it 
was thought that fifteen hundred people were 
present — eight persons were baptized by immer- 
sion. A goodly number in this place experienc- 
ed religion and joined the society. 

There was a reformation also in Easton and 
Bridgewater. We had a meeting one evening 
at Easton where the power of God w«a \xv%xs\fe.%v- 
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ed in the convereion of souls, in a most remark- 
able manner. The bouse, which was lai^, was 
full to overflowing, and in every part of it might 
be heard some praying for mercy, and others 
praising God for redeeming grace. One young 
lady arose and spcke in a feeling manner of what 
the Lord had done for her soul ; she said to the 
congregation, " This may appear to many of you 
like confusion, but it is perfect harmony to my 
soul." She was very happy, and appeared to be 
overwhelmed with a sense of God's goodness. 
Several others arose and praised God in the con- 
gregation, and recommended the religion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We continued our meeting 
till three o'clock in the morning. The congre- 
gational minister of Easton was present. 

A lady, one who found the witness of pardon- 
ing love at this meeting, arose and praised God, 
and, in a very solemn and eloquent manner told 
what the Lord had done for her soul. I think 
she was one of the happiest persons I ever saw. 
Soon after this she desired to be baptized, and a 
meeting was appointed for the administration of 
the ordinance, when I had been round the cir- 
cuit again, which would be in three weeks. Be- 
fore that time arrived, I was called to attend her 
funeral. A little before she died she said to her 
friends, ''Tell Bro. SnellinglVv^tl^vQ^^'^^^'^ 



68 MSMXXBOP 

him in heaven, when we shall have a better meet- 
ing than we had at Oliver Howard'a/' having re- 
ference to the house where she was converted. 
It was supposed there were a thousand people at 
her funeral. I preached from Rev. xiv. 13. ** I 
heard a voice from heaven,saying unto me, Write, 
blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they rest 
from their labors; and their works do follow 
them.^' She was buried according to the Epis- 
copal form of burial ; an appropriate hymn was 
sung at the grave ; it was one of the most sol- 
emn seasons I ever witnessed. The reformation 
continued to spread in different directions, and 
Zion's converts were multiplied. 

In Swanzey also the Lord revived his work, 
and some that were aged, as well as the young, 
could bear testiipony of God's pardoning love. 

We bad frequent calls for preaching in differ- 
ent places, and the Lord encouraged our hearts, 
by giving us seals to our ministry. I had an ap- 
pointment to a place where I had never preached 
before. The house was large and very full of 
people. After prayer I observed to the congre- 
gation that, perhaps, many of thetn had assem- 
bled from curiosity, to hear what the stranger 
might have to say. Now, said I, hear what I 
have to say. '< Except a man he born again he 
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cannot see the kingdom of God." A gentleman, 
who sat directly before me, was wrought upon 
in a very powerful manner. He trembled very 
much, and his countenance became very pale. — 
After meeting he introduced himself to me, and 
expressed great anxiety to be made a partaker of 
divine grace. He was soon brought into Gospel 
liberty, joined the class, was baptized, and be- 
came a very useful member of the Methodist 
church. He was brought up among the people 
called Friends, and had imbibed a strong preju- 
dice against infant baptism. He attended a 
Quarterly Meeting at Bristol, and was present at 
all the preaching meetings, prayer-meetings, love 
feast, &c., usual at a quarterly meeting, but, as 
he told me, received no particular blessing till 
the ordinance of baptism was administered to an 
infant, after the communion service. " Then," 
said he, <^ the Lord blessed me in such a manner 
that I shall never again speak against infant bap- 
tism. He was wealthy, and contributed very 
liberally to the support of the Gospel. He has 
now gone, I trust, to receive a crown of life 
He died shouting the praise of God, till his spirit 
took its flight. 

Many on the circuit were baptised by immer- 
sion ; they seemed not to regard cold, stormy 
weather. Some times we bad \o c\>X >ia& vifc\ssL 
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order to administer the ordinance ; and once I 
tMiptized in a violent snow storm. I preached 
occasionally at Dighton. One evening I had a 
meeting there — had many hearers, and divine 
power attended the word. Immediately after I 
had closed my sermon, an elderly gentleman 
came forward and said, ^' I must confess I came 
here as a spy, but, blessed be God, the land is 
good. The solemn truths we have heard this 
evening will stand when days and time shall be 
no more.'* This gentleman was Elder 6ough,a 
celebrated Baptist preacher. He had heard of 
the reformation, and came with his deacons and 
part of his church to the meeting. He appeared 
to be much engaged, — he exhorted and prayed 
— sung, and wept like a child, and united with 
us in a very friendly manner. The meeting con- 
tinued until a late hour, and I doubt not but 
good was done. 

We sometimes preached at a place called 
Scrabble-town. This name, I understood, was 
given by an old gentleman, on account of difiB- 
culties that had taken place there The proper 
name of the place is Fairfax, but it still goes by 
the name of Scrabble-town. It is a very pleas- 
ant place, and the people are respectable and 
wealthy. Many, in this part of the Lord's vine- 
ywcd, have cause to remember the year 1800. 
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It was like the year of Jubilee, a year of release 
— and, blessed be God, many went out free. O 
that my fellow creatures would be persuaded to 
forsake sin, and seek the salvation of their souls, 
that they may know how goo4 it is to love God, 
and be prepared for the solemn hour of death, 
which awaits us all. 

A young lady of my acquaintance, when on 
her death bed, being told that she was supposed 
to be dying, said, '^ Is this dying ? O, it is sweet 
dying." This is the privilege of the Christian. 
The sting of death is sin — ^this being removed, 
and the soul purified by the blood of Jesus, death 
to that soul is a welcome messenger, and the 
king of terrors becomes an angel of mercy. 

How sweet it is to labor in the Lord's vine- 
yard when his blessing attends. Thus Brother 
Langdon and I found it on this circuit. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The next Annual Conference was at Lynn. 
At this conference I was ordained Elder, and 
appointed to Needham Circuit. I was alone 
where two preachers had labored the year before. 
It was a four weeks' circuit, and with preaching, 
class-meetings, prayer-meetings, visiting, &c., I 
had work enough. I preached on the Sabbath 
in four different places, alternately ; the meetings 
were well attended, and, I hope, not altogether 
in vain. Our last Quarterly meeting was a very 
interesting one ; many of our friends from Bostoa 
attended. The Rev. Lorenzo Dow preached. 
His text was in John x. 27. " My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me." 
After showing the similarity between a Christian 
and a sheep, he observed, " Perhaps some of you 
may say, ' Have you nothing to say about hogs 
as well as sheep ?' Yes, and if I do, sinner, I 
shall show your own picture." He then went 
on and gave a description of the nature of the 
swin^, and the character of the sinner. While 
he was preaching, he noticed that two young 
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men appeared to be trifling. After he had clos- 
ed his sermon he came out of the pulpit and 
went to these young men, took them by the 
hand, and told them that he wished to pray with 
them. He knelt down and prayed for them in 
a very solemn and fervent manner. I was once 
in the pulpit with him at Needham, when he 
preached frona Matt. xii. 42, " Behold a greater 
than Solomon is here/' Said he, ^^ I shall diiSer 
from many in the division of this text ; for I 
shall begin at the latter end, go on to the begin- 
ning, and leave off in the middle.'' Two ladiea 
came in while he was in the midst of his sermon. 
After they were seated he turned to them and 
said, <^ I must tell these women the text, for I 
know they did not hear it, unless they heard it 
through the windows." He then talked to them 
in a very solemn manner ; told them of the ne- 
cessity of a change of heart, &c. ; he then took 
out a book and read the Christian experience of 
a negro ; then turning to me, laid his hand on 
my head, and said, " Brother Snelling, do you 
preach this doctrine when you go to Bristol, that 
wicked town." 

While I was on Needham Circuit, I formed^ 
two societies, one in Weston, the other in Har- 
vard. The societies in general were prosperous,. 
and I felt very much attached to lYie ^o^^. 
5 



&Q MEMOIB OF 

After leaving Needham, I attended the Con- 
ference at Monmouth, in the state of Maine, and 
from there was appointed to Readfield Circuit. 
My colleague was Samuel Hillman. We preach- 
ed on the Sabbath at Monmouth, Readfield, Far- 
mington, and Livermore. The last mentioned 
place we found in a very dull state ; so much so 
that some of the preachers thought of giving up 
preaching there, or leaving it out of the circuit. 
But great is the wisdom and goodness of God ; 
the first time we preached there the spirit of the 
Lord was poured out upon the people, and a 
work of reformation commenced. At this time 
there were but two or three Methodists in the 
place ; but soon a church was organized, and 
some of the most respectable people in the place 
joined, among whom were Deacon Livermore, 
his wife and daughter. This gentleman was 
formerly deacon of the Congregational church in 
Waltham, Mass. He moved from there to the 
state of Maine, and purchased a township of 
land, which was called by his name. He was 
much respected and beloved by the people of the 
town, and his house was the stranger's home. 
The prospect was good generally, but the great- 
est encouragement was at Livermore. 

This circuit was a four weeks' circuit, and w< 
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had prayer-meetings and class-meetings to attend 
to nearly every day in the week. 

The year following I was again on Read&eld 
Circuit. A young man by the name of Thomas 
Perry was with me. He was a very promising 
young man, and was instrumental of much good. 
The reformation continued to go on in Liver- 
more, and they soon built a meeting-house. I 
was requested to preach the dedication sermon, 
whieh I did, and the Lord added his blessing. 
Two young men, who attended the meeting and 
sat together, were both wrought upon by the 
Spirit of God — ^both experienced religion, and 
both became preachers. There was also a revi- 
val in Vienna and Farmington. We administer- 
ed the ordinance of baptism in both of these- 
places. At Vienna a gentleman and his wife 
desired to be baptized ; accordingly the day was 
appointed — which was to be in four weeks — at 
the time when I should again be on that part of 
the circuit. When the time arrived, the lady 
was confined to her bed, sick with the dysenta- 
ry ; notwithstanding this, it was her desire to be 
baptized then. I told her she should remember 
that mercy is before sacrifice, and that it certain- 
ly appeared expedient to wait till she should re- 
cover from her sickness. *^ No," said she, " this 
is the day that I have set lo ovju m^YiSAVx^k. 
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baptism, and I believe he will support me and 
carry me through." She was then taken out of 
her bed, carried in a chaise to the water, and 
was baptized by immersion. I must confess that 
my faith, in view of this occurrence, was some* 
what staggered, for I feared the consequence. 
But when she came out of the water, what was 
our surprise to hear her affirm that her pain was 
gone, that her disorder was removed. She 
praised God, returned home well, and so contin-' 
ued. 

Joshua Taylor, the Presiding Elder, recjliested 
me to go round Norridgewock Circuit, in order 
to administer the ordinances. This was a new 
circuit, and a very laborious one ; but notwith- 
stan/ding this, it was pleasant to labor in the vine- 
yard of the Lord. 

In going round Norridgewock Circuit, I found 
great difficulty in travelling, in consequence of 
tlie great depth of snow then on the ground. 1 
visited a place at the extreme part of the circuit, 
which was not incorporated. A man, who was 
acquainted with the way, guided me through thr 
wQdemess in a narrow path, scarcely wide enou' 
to ^alk in. He told me that he accompani 
David"" Sands, a Friend preacher, through i 
saine path. It was indeed a dreary way, ar 
fpw^iwl to reach the place appointed ^^ 
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meeting. This was a small log hut, with tf^ 
roof covered with bark ; it was the last house in 
the settlement, and remote from any other. 
Here I passed the night ; it was extremely cold, 
and, in order to get to my bed, I had to climb a 
small ladder ; this I bad done before, and slept 
where I could view the stars through openings in 
the roof, and sometimes in the morning have 
found my bed covered with snow. Notwith- 
standing these inconveniences, I found a very 
intelligent and agreeable family. The gentleman 
had a liberal education, and held a Colonel's 
commission. His lady was very accomplished, 
could converse freely on almost any subject, and 
was well acquainted with the writings of some of 
the most popular authors. They had seen bet- 
ter days, but yet were contented and happy, 
though living in this small secluded way. I have 
often found in my travels some, who, though liv- 
ing as it were in obscurity, were people of refine- 
ment and intelligence. 

Several years ago, a friend of mine, in compa- 
ny with another gentleman, was travelling over 
the Alleghany mountains, and, being thirsty, 
called at a little hut, remote from other inhabit- 
ants, and asked for a draught of water. An old 
gentleman came to the door, received them very 
courteously, and invited lVvevii\xi\ ^^Q^'s^^Na&c^^ 
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instead of bringing water, brought them milk and 
apples. They wished to pay for their entertain- 
ment, but he would receive nothing, and appear- 
ed quite hurt that they should offer it. My 
friend observed that they were highly gratified 
with the affability and pleasing address of the 
gentleman, and could with pleasure have listen- 
ed for hours to his conversation. - This gentle- 
man they found to be General Sinclair, and the 
young lady was his grand-daughter. 

After attending all the appointments round 
Norridgewock Circuit, and administering the or- 
dinances, I returned to Readfield. 

While I was on this circuit I became acquain- 
ted with a gentleman who was a physician, and 
one of the nK>st influential men in the place 
where he resided, and a man of piety. He had 
formerly been an infidel, but his character in 
other respects was unexceptionable. This man 
was awakened in rather a remarkable manner. 
He had a little daughter about eight years old, 
who had made a profession of religion, and gave 
good evidence that she was truly converted. He 
went one day to his barn, and thought he heard 
some one at prayer ; he listened and found it 
was his little girl, who happened to be be at that 
time praying for him. She prayed in the most 
^irent manner that her dear father might believe 
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in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that his mind 
might b^ wrought upon by the Spirit of God. 

Although an infidel, he had frequently attend- 
ed public worship, but his heart was never truly 
affected till he heard his own child praying par- 
ticularly for him. From this circumstance he 
was led to reflect upon his past life — how he had 
mis-spent his time-^had never searched the 
Scriptures, to see if these things were so-— and 
that he had never felt one emotion of love to 
God on whom he was dependent for every mer- 
cy, while his little girl considered of these things, 
could praise God, and pray, not only for herself, 
but for him. He soon embraced religion, was a 
class-leader, and very useful in the church. 

I was acquainted with another gentleman who 
had been infidel in his principles, and paid little 
or no attention to the Sabbath or religion. One 
day he heard that a certain preacher, much cel- 
ebrated for his ministerial talents, was going to 
preach, and he thought he would go and hear 
him. When he came to the meeting he found 
there was to be no preaching but a prayer-meet- 
ing. He felt great opposition arise in his heart 
to the meeting, aud what appeared to him more 
disgusting, a young lady prayed. He thought 
he would stay till she had closed her prayer, and 
thea would leave the meeUug\ V>vi\.\i^'issv^^^afc 
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concluded, his heart was touched by the Spirit 
God, through her instrumentality. He saw hii 
self a sinner lost and undone, and fled to Chri 
for refuge. It was not long before he came o\ 
happy in religion, maintained the Christian cha 
acter, and was an ornament to his professio] 
He was soon after taken sick with the consum] 
tion, and died. I had several meetings at fa 
house while he was sick, and have heard hii 
recommend religion in a very convincing mai 
ner. He gave the young lady, who was instn 
mental of his conversion, a Bible, to keep in mi 
mory of him. When death came he was read] 
aad departed in the triumphs of faith. 

Heaven waits not the last momont; owns her friends 
On this side death, and points them oot^to men ; 
A lecture, silent, but of sovereign power j 
To vice, confusion : and to virtue, peace. 

Y0U5«I. 
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CHAPTER V. 

When I was at Norridgewock I heard of a 
family residing there, that had suffered much in 
coming from Canada through the wilderness to 
Kennebec. A book concerning it had been 
published, but, having a curiosity to hear it from 
their own lips, I called to see them, and request- 
ed them to give me an account of it. The man's 
name was Forbes. He very willingly complied 
with my request, and related the account as fol- 
lows: 

" I lived," said he, " in Canada, among a peo- 
ple that were principally Roman Catholics — and, 
being myself a Presbyterian, could not enjoy 
myself with them, and moved from there that I 
might enjoy greater privileges. 

" Having a desire to reside in some part of the 
United States, I agreed with two Dutchmen, 
who professed to be acquainted with the way, to 
guide me through the wilderness to Kennebec 
river. 

" Accordingly in the month of March we took 
our effects, in what is called an livA\ax\ ^^^^^ 



66. MEBUMROP 

and started on our perilous journey. We trave 
led on with great fatigue and difficulty till ¥i 
had gone about half through, when our condui 
tors apprized us of their intention to leave i 
and go forward, in order to find what is calle 
by the Indians, the great carrying place. Thi 
they said, was necessary, as it would save tl 
travel of sixty miles. We then went to worl 
and with the branches of trees built a kind < 
shelter for my wife and two youngest childrc 
till our return, myself and oldest son concludir 
to accompany them. We had not gone far wh< 
we suddenly perceived the Dutchmen were mi 
sing. We waited some time, till we were coi 
vinced that they had given us the slip, and tin 
returned to my poor wife and children, ai 
found, to our great disappointment and grii 
they, had not only left us, but had taken wi 
them every article of food, except a small lun 
of sugar and a piece of tallow. Here we we 
in a great strait indeed, not knowing what cour 
to take or what to do. 

At length, knowing it was death to rema 
there, I concluded to take my oldest son with i 
and go on as far as prudence would allow, ai 
see if we could find any inhabitants. I th 
sought out a place where was a brook of wat< 
and made a camp for my wife and children tili 
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should return. Leaving them the lump of sugar 
and the tallow, and making them as comfortable 
as possible in their situation, my son and I, with- 
out any food, set out in our mournful and uncer- 
tain adventure. We travelled till we were so 
htingry and faint that we ate our moccasins, 
which were made of moose skins, off our feet, 
and made others of a part of our blcmket. 

" We continued to go on, without having the 
least intimation of a human being near, till at 
last we were so discouraged and faint that we 
could go no further, and gave up to die. We 
were in this situation when a kind Providence 
opened our way and sent us relief. There hap- 
pened to be hunters near. Never were sounds 
so melodious to our ears as the sound of their 
voices. We exerted all our remaining strength 
to enable them to hear us, and soon, to our great 
joy, they found us, and ministered to our neces- 
sities, and conveyed us to a place where there 
were a few inhabitants. 

" I told the people that I had a wife and two 
children, in such a direction in the wilderness, 
and could not bear the thought of their being 
devoured by wild beasts — I had not the least 
idea that either of them were alive — but I in- 
treated them to go and find them that they might 
have a decent burial. Accoiding to m^ x^o^^^V'^ 
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two men kindly set out in search of them ; the 
were gone several days, and returned withoi] 
finding them. Being very anxious that the 
should be found, I begged others to go. Thes 
also set out and travelled several days withou 
success, and were about giving up the seared; 
and returning home, when they found Mn 
Forbes, and to their great astonishment foun 
that she was still alive. As soon as she sai 
them she fainted, and it was with great difficult 
that she was restored. They then made a kirn 
of litter, placed her upon it, and by moving ver 
slowly, and with great caution, conveyed her t 
the house where I then was. 

<< It is impossible for me to express my joy, as 
tonishment and peculiar feelings, when I sai 
her." 

Here Mr. Forbes ended his narration. I thei 
requested Mrs. Forbes to relate how she lived 
while in that lonely and distressing situatioii 
She then said : 

" After my husband left me, thinking it uncei 
tain when, if ever, he would return, I reserve* 
with great care the sugar and the tallow for m; 
children, giving it to them very sparingly whil 
it lasted. For several days I suffered very muc 
from want of food ; but after that I felt no mor 
the sensation of hunger, but suffered greatly froi; 
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extreme weakness. My little children would try 
to encourage me, by telling me that the Boston- 
ians would soon come, and then we should go 
from that place. O how distressing to see them 
suffering with hunger, and knowing that I had 
nothing to give them but the bark of trees and 
a little water. I saw them gradually decaying, 
and watching over them with all the tender so- 
licitude of a mother, but could give them no re- 
lief. They soon became very weak and died. 
I laid them out in the camp, that they should not 
be carried off by wild beasts, and watched over 
them till I saw the worms devour them. My 
flesh consumed away till I became a mere skele- 
ton, so that you could lay your finger between 
the bones on my arm ; and such was my distress, 
that when it was evening I prayed that I might 
never see another morning, and when it was 
morning I prayed that I might not live to see 
another evening. When the men, who came in 
search of me, found me, I was near the brook, 
crawling upon my hands and knees, and shoving 
a little cup before me, in order, if possible, to 
obtain a little water. When I saw the men I 
fainted, as one might naturally suppose would be 
the case in my weak state. I was there over 
forty days without fire, and subsisted eutvrel^ qw 
tbe hark of trees and cold walei." 
Thus ended the narrative. 
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An old gentleman in the state of Maine, that 
attended our meeting, related to me a painful cir- 
cumstance which took place in his family, which 
was as follows : 

" I went with my son into the woods to cut 
wood. We had felled several trees, and they 
lay in different directions. When we had cut 
the last tree I perceived that it was falling in a 
different direction from what we thought it would. 
I immediately called to my son to step out of the 
way, but he went directly in the way ; the tree 
fell on another that had been cut — the trunk of 
the tree swiveled round, struck my son in the 
back, threw him across another tree, and lodged 
upon him ; so that he lay between two trees. I 
immediately took hold of the tree, lifted with all 
my might, and raised it a very little ; as soon as 
I did this he revived and spoke. I told him I 
had not strength to hold the tree any longer, and 
I would lower it down as gently as possible and 
get a pry that I might raise it to better advan- 
tage. He begged me not to do it, telling me il 
Idid he should die immediately. I held it up 
as long as I possibly could, and then lowered it 
for a moment to get a pry. As soon as I did 
this he appeared to be dead. When I raised the 
tree again he revived and spoke — he tried to en- 
courage me, telling me he hoped his life wou) 
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be spared, Slc. There was a man but a short 
distance from us carting wood ; ^I raised tnj voice 
as high as I possibly could, that he might hear ; 
but it appeared that he did not, for he passed 
and repassed, but took no notice of what had 
taken place, although he was so near that I could 
hear him speak to his oxen. He loaded and car- 
ried out two or three loads of wood while I stood 
over my son, holding the tree. I continued to 
halloo with all my might, and was at last heard 
by my family at my own house, who came to 
our relief. We soon took my poor son out from 
under the tree and carried him home. He lived 
about twelve hours in great distress, and died." 

The old gentleman wept very much when he 
related this to me. Surely in the midst of life 
we are in death ; and we know not what an 
hour may bring forth. 

A young man, after recovering from the small 
pox, left the hospital and returned home. His 
friends congratulated him on his recovery, and 
rejoiced very much that he would never again be 
subject to that disease. Said the young man, 
" It is right that you should rejoice ; but remem- 
ber there is but one hole stopped in the cullen- 
der." That same day he met with an accident 
and died. It is truly melancholy that so many 
neglect their precious souh, aud wsffi^x \Jwot. 
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minds to be taken up with the things of this 
worldy which quickly pass away — but the soul 
can never die. 

** Heaven and earth 
Shall pass away, but that which thinks within me 
Must think forever ; that which feels mast feel i 
1 am, and i can never cease to be. 
Oh thou that readest ! take this reflection 
Home to th]r4x>som j think as I have thought, 
And feel as I have felt, through all the changes 
Which time, life, death, the world's great actor wrottght| 
While centuries swept like morning dreams before me. 
And thou shalt find this moral to mj song) 
Thou art, and thou canst never cease to be : 
What then are time, life, death, the world, to thee f 
1 may not answer ; ask eternity.^' 

MOHTOOMSRT. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OaR next Annual Conference was at Gorham. 
There was a greater display of Divine power at 
this conference than any I ever attended. Many 
of the people were wrought upon in a very pow- 
erful manner, but, as is generally the case, there 
was some opposition. At one meeting a man, 
appearing to be in a violent passion, came in, 
exclaiming " This is confusion ; no good will re- 
sult from this meeting." He then called for his 
wife, bidding her leave the house immediately. 
She urged him to stay a little longer, "No," 
said he, " let us go." He then started to go out, 
and went as far as the door, when be patised a 
few moments, then turned back, fell upon his 
knees, and prayed for mercy as earnestly as any 
in the house. 

On Sabbath day, the assembly was so large it 
was deemed expedient to meet in a grove, the 
meeting-house not being large enough to contain 
the people. The preachers were placed in dif- 
ferent directions in the grove, praying and ex- 
horting. The people would gatViei \o\xti^ ^^tsw. 
6 
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in companies, similar to what are called praying 
circles at Camp-meetings. In the circle which 
I was in, there were eleven persons who profess- 
ed to be brought from darkness to light ; besides 
many others who were inquiring what they must 
do to be saved. Among these was a lady who 
had been for some time under concern of mind, 
but could find no relief. We prayed for her, 
and exhorted her to look to the Savior and give 
herself up to him ; but unbelief had such hold of 
her mind that she co^ld receive no consolation. 
I asked her why she could not rejoice with the 
rest — and told her if she would kneel down and 
pray for herself, I would try to pray for her, and 
I believed it would not be long before she wouM 
be made happy. She was elegantly dressed, 
and it was something of a cross for her to kneel 
down upon the ground before all the people* 
She hesitated a few moments, and then dropped 
upon her knees. It was but a few minutes after 
this that she praised God and appeared as happy 
as any on the ground. " t came this morningi" 
said she, ^'an opposer to religion; I can now 
return rejoicing in my Savior." I think thei^ 
were many that found the pearl of great price at 
this Conference. 

After leaving Readfield Circuit I preached 
again ia -Sandwich. There was no particular 
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fevival while I was there, but the church was 
united, the congregation large, and the meetings 
interesting. From Sandwich I went to Need* 
ham, and labored among my old friends. I at- 
tended a Camp-meeting at Norton ; this, I think, 
was the first of the kind ever held in New Eng- 
land. There were many preachers present, and 
among them was Lorenzo Dow. It being some- 
thing new, a great number of people attended. 
The preaching was spiritual and powerful, and 
we had much reason to believe that much good 
resulted from the meeting. 

At the next Conference, which was, I think, in 
Boston, in the year 1805, 1 was stationed at Bris- 
tol, R. J., and Somerset, Mass. ; and preached 
on the Sabbath in each place alternately. It 
was very agreeable for me to be stationed in 
Bristol, as I had formed a strong attachment to 
the place and people, when I labored there in 
1797, and also in 1800. Bristol is one of the 
most beautiful towns in the State of Rhode Isl- 
and. It is laid out in squares, and the streets 
are wide and regular. We held our meetings in 
the Court-house. I preached three times on the 
Sabbath, and had meetings of some kind nearly 
every evening in the week. These meetings 
were attended with a blessing, and many gladly 
accepted miration through out lAOtdL^^^M&^X^ec^. 
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The congregation continued to increase till the 
Court-house was so crowded, that our friends 
thought it necessary to build a meeting-house. 
Accordingly, a large and commodious house was 
built, and I preached the dedication sermon, from 
Matt. xxi. 42, << The stone which the builders 
rejected the same is become the head of the cor- 
ner." The work of the Lord went on in a re- 
markable manner ; the church was looking forth 
fair as the morning, and attention to religion 
prevailed. 

I preached part of the time in Somerset 
They built a new meeting-house, and I preached 
the first sermon in that also. 

The next year I was again in Bristol and Som- 
erset, and towards the close of it, a blessed refor- 
mation commenced again in Bristol ; in the midst 
of it I very reluctantly took my leave of themi 
and went to Conference, which was then in Bos- 
ton, in the year 1807. The society in Bristol 
being very unwilling that I should leave them, 
sent an agent to Conference, for me to be sent 
there again, another year. As I had already 
been there two years in succession, I told our 
friends I had no idea their request would be 
granted, as it was contrary to the rule of Disci- 
pline. When the question was brought forward, 
Bishop Asbury, at first, said that it could not be^ 
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and gave a peremptory refusal ; but having con- 
sidered the matter, and by the earnest solicita- 
tion of our friends, he at last consented for me 
to go. My station now was Warren and Bristol^ 
it before was called Bristol and Somerset. I 
preached very little in Warren, as there was a 
local preacher living there, but spent my time 
chiefly at Bristol. 

The reformation still went on, and many were 
Einkiously inquiring what they must do to be 
saved. The congregations were large. Some- 
Ames, on Sabbath, more than a thousand people 
ittended — as was ascertained by a gentleman 
who counted them as they came out of meeting. 
Preaching and holding meetings every night so 
iffected my health, that I became very feeble ; 
t>at, notwithstanding my strength was sometimes 
dmost exhausted, I ever considered it a privilege 
to labor in the Lord's vineyard, and in his 
rtrength was enabled to go forward in duty. I 
remember, one Sabbath day, I arose in the morn- 
ing so feeble that it appeared more proper for 
me to return again to my bed, than to presume 
to go out to meeting; but I remembered the 
promise, " They that wait on the Lord shall re- 
lew their strength," and truly it was fulfilled in 
ne tjiat day : the Lord be praised. After com- 
mtting myself to the care oi m^ ^^"a.\«vJi^ "^^- 
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ther^ who had ever been my streDgth and salva- 
tion, I went forward in the duties of the day. 
Early in the morning I attended a prayer-meet- 
ingi and baptized twelve persons by immersion. 
I preached in the forenoon, and likewise in the 
afternoon, and administered the Sacrament I 
preached again in the evening ; at the close of 
the evening meeting it appeared to me that I 
could have preached again ; I felt stronger than 
I did in the morning. 

In Bristol we had an excellent choir of sing- 
ers ; it was thought to be the best in Boston Dis- 
trict. The gallery, which was in circular form, 
was well filled with singers, and the greater pail 
of them professed religion. The gifts in the 
church also were as great as in any place that ] 
ever preached in. Several of our brethren were 
masters of vessels ; these would exhort and praj 
and comment on the Scriptures, in a remarkabU 
manner. During my labors in Bristol the Lore 
added to the church a goodly number, and J 
hope to meet them where they that sow anc 
they that reap shall rejoice together. 

I preached also in Newport, R. Island, whei 
Methodism there was in its infancy. Newpor 
is one of the most pleasant places in New Eng 
land, and the people very friendly and hospitable 
Captain Beal, who commanded Fort Adams anc 
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Fort Wolcott, was a member of the Methodist 
church. I frequently visited him at each fort^ 
and found him to be an excellent man, and had 
an amiable family. He used to have all his sol- 
diers attend meeting on the Sabbath. They 
would march to meeting in regular order, dress- 
ed in uniform ; and when meeting was done, re- 
turn in the same manner. 

I preached in Middleton and Portsmouth. In 
Middleton there was a meeting-house and a so- 
ciety. Here they had preaching on the Sabbath 

There was a Methodist society in Warren, 
which was one of the oldest in the state of Rhode 
Island. There was a good meeting-house, which 
was generally well filled, and considerable atten- 
tion was paid to religion. Several were baptized 
and joined the church. Warren is a pleasant 
town, about four miles from Bristol. Rev. Geo. 
Pickering was the Presiding Elder. I have had 
a long acquaintance wi:h him, and have ever 
found him a worthy man and sincere friend. 

After leaving Bristol I was appointed again at 
Sandwich, and was very cordially received by 
the people. I was informed that our friends 
were trying to introduce Methodism in Barnsta- 
. ble ; but persecution was so great, they had but 
little encouragement to make the attempt. A 
gentleman residing there, des\nTvg\.o\NaLN^^\'^'sxO«v- 
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ing, had fitted up a hall for that purpese, but, 
finding so much oppositidn, was about giving it 
up through fear of their persecutors. We bad 
a Quarterly Meeting at Sandwich^ and this gen- 
tleman and another from Barnstable attended. 
Being anxious for their prosperity, and wishing 
to see how things went on, I concluded to make 
them a visit. I therefore informed Mr. Hinck- 
ley of my intention, and requested him, when he 
returned to Barnstable, to make an appointment 
for me to preach in the evening. He told me 
his house was open and free for preaching, but 
that he feared the consequences on my account, 
thinking I should be ill-treated.* I told hitn that 
I would venture that, and should be glad to go. 
Accordingly he appointed a meeting, and I ful- 
filled the appointment. The house was very 
large and filled to overflowing. After singing 
and prayer, I commenced my sermon, from Matt, 
xxii. 42, " What think ye of Christ ?" 

In my introduction, I observed — " We are a 
happy people, and highly favored in point of 
privileges, both civil and religious ; and we have 
one of the best constitutions, which places every 
denomination of Christians on a level with each 
other, that none shall be in subordination one to 

* They treated one preacher so badly, that they prepared to tar 
ajid feather him. 
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another. I expect that two classes of people 
will give attention this evening. First, all Chris- 
tians will, for conscience^'s sake; for they not 
only consider it a duty, but it is their delight to 
wait upon God. Secondly, all ladies and gen- 
tlemen will, for honor's sake ; for all such will 
behave with decorum in time of public worship. 
Therefore, if we have any disturbance this even- 
ing, it must be a third class, who are neither la- 
dies, gentlemen, or Christians." I closed my 
sermon, and went through every exercise of the 
meeting, anc^ could not wish a more attentive 
and respectful congregation. 

Soon after this I paid them another visit, and 
preached there again. After the meeting was 
dosed, we perceived that many of them were 
anwilling to leave the house, and found that se- 
veral were under powerful conviction. We then 
had a prayer-meeting, which was a very solemn, 
interesting time, and two found peace in believ- 
ing, and praised God for redeeming grace. I 
preached the greater part of the time in Sand- 
wich, that being my station from Conference, but 
preached occasionally in the adjoining towns. I 
had a desire to preach in Falmouth, which seem- 
ed to be continually on my mind. Some years 
before, as I was passing through the town^ I 



82 MEMOIR OF 

preached one sermon. The people were solemn 
and attentive, and one lady was converted. 

I had an invitation to preach in that part of 
the town now called East Falmouth. Some 
came from other parts of the town, and I had 
several invitatvDns to preach in different places. 
A gentleman residing about three miles from 
there introduced himself to me and invited me 
to preach at his house. I complied with his re- 
quest, and preached there several times. He 
was captain of a vessel, a very respectable man, 
and experienced religion at the commencement 
of the reformation. We had many very inter- 
esting meetings in that part of the town. In 
one of these meetings an elderly gentleman, who 
had been deacon of a church for a number of 
years, arose and said, ^' I must confess, although 
I have lived so many years, officiated in the 
church, and called myself a Christian, I have 
never yet experienced this new birth." He ap- 
peared very penitent, and expressed his deter- 
mination to seek to be delivered from the bond- 
age of sin, and to know the truth experimentally, 
that he might ^be made free. Many others ap- 
peared to be awakened, and we had reason to 
hope that a reformation had commenced. 

I was requested to preach at another place, 
about a mile from this. The house, which was 
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iBLTge, was full of pieople, and the power and gkn* 
ry of God descended in our midst, and there 
was truly a shaking among the dry bones. Old 
and young were melted into tears, and there was 
a general inquiry, What must we do to be saved*^ 

After this I preached at the west part of the' 
town, which is about four miles from the place 
last mentioned. Here also the Lord .poured out 
his Spirit upon the people, and a number found 
the pearl of great price. The revival continued 
to go on and spread in different parts of the 
town. 

A physician rending at Falmouth town was 
converted and baptized. I had meetings at his 
house, and there I formed the first Methodist 
Society in Falmouth. A preacher was sent them 
from Conference, whose labors were blessed, and 
the number in society increased. It was not 
long before they built a neat and convenient 
meeting-house. I was then residing in Sand- 
wich, and they sent for me, and I preached the 
dedication sermon. 

In the time of the last war, this town, although 
in a defenceless state, was bombarded by the 
English. Captain Mitchel, I believe a son of 
Admiral Mitchel, who commanded the brig Nim- 
rod, anchored in the Sound, about a quarter of 
a roiJe from the town, and sent on Avo\^^\^ 
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'manding a packet lying at the wharf, and two 
field pieces belonging to the town. A man was 
sent to the brig to tell them that the field pieces 
belonged to the government, and would not be 
given up ; and as for the packet, she was scut- 
tled, and they might have her if they could get 
her. Captain Mitchel told him if that was the 
case, he might return and tell the people to te^ 
move their women and children, for he should 
bombard the town, and should commence pre- 
cisely at 12 o'clock. Accordingly all the women 
and children were removed, except, as I under- 
stood, two patriotic ladies, who would not go. 
The alarm flew in every direction, and soon a 
considerable number of men had collected on the 
shore, suflScient to cast up a small trench of sand 
for a kind of defence, in case any of the men 
from the Nimrod should come on shore. At the 
hour appointed they commenced the bombard- 
ment. It was in vain for the men on shore to 
make any resistance, and there was not a gun 
fired. They continued their depredations, from 
the Nimrod, from 12 o'clock till near sunset, and 
injured the town, it was said, the value of two 
thousand dollars. Several were in gr^t danger, 
but no person materially injured. A ball strucl^ 
the trench, and a man standing behind it was 
buried in sand and almost sufibcated, but wajs 
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quickly relieved. In one house, several repaired 
to a chamber, thinking they would be safe there, 
but soon a ball tore up the floor — they ran into 
the cellar for safety, but it was not long before 
another ball drove into the cellar a part of the 
underpining of the house. A patriotic old gen- 
tleman, not willing to go out of his way for them, 
and wishing to see how things went on, was sit- 
ting in his room, when a cannon ball came 
through the door and passed within a few inches 
of his head. He then placed his cheiir exactly 
opposite the hole in ihm door, made by the ball, 
and sat there till the firing ceased. Being asked 
why he sat there, he said he thought that the 
safest place — for, said he, " they must be pretty 
good marksmen to fire twice in one place." I 
called at his house the next morning, and he 
showed me a large pile of cannon balls, some of 
them thirty-two pounders, that he had picked up 
around his house. The next morning, when the 
Nimrod left, and was passing round a point of 
land, a man ran to the extreme end of the point, 
and when they were nearest the shore, fired a 
musket, and told them that if they would come 
ashore he would give them some breakfast. The 
Nimrod then rounded to, and gave him a shot 
from a two-and-thirty pound cannonade, which 
came very near his head. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

I CONTINUED in Sandwich two years, and 
preached occasionally at Wareham. A young 
man, by the name of Stearns, preached in Mon- 
ument, and there was a revival of religion 
through his instrumentality. 

Brother Stearns, not being ordained, was not 
authorized to baptize, and by his request I went 
to Monument, and baptized, at one meeting, 22 
persons. Among the number was an old lady, 
eighty years old. 

I now left the travelling connection, and re- 
sided in Pocasset, the second parish in Sandwich. 
The people in Pocasset desiring me to be their 
preacher, I consented, and continued four or five 
years. We had a good meeting-house, and a 
large and steady congregation. 

I paid a visit to Nantucket, to see my old 
friends. While I was there the Lord made bare 
his arm, in the awakening and conversion of sin- 
ners ; it was a very interesting revival. There 
had been a great work of reformation through 
the instrumentality of Bto. S\fi;\exk«) ^sid taote 
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than a hundred members were added to. the so- 
ciety. Still the glorious work seemed reviving, 
and we had many precious seasons. Bro. Ste* 
vens was now gone from the island, and the 
people were left without a preacher. I staid on 
the island about two weeks. At one meeting 
eleven were brought into the liberty of the Gos- 
pel, and many were awakened to a sense of their 
k>6t situation. The last time I preached there, 
after closing the usual exercises of the day, I 
stood in the altar and requested all who were 
determined through grace to take up their cross 
and follow the Savior, to come and give me their 
hand, in token of Christian fellowship. Al- 
though there was a large collection of people, it 
appeared that the greater part of them came for- 
ward, and there was weeping on every side. I 
not only received an affectionate farewell, but 
many testimonials of their sincere regard. 
. .1 returned to Sandwich. The assembly on 
the first Sabbath was not large, as the people 
had not heard of my return. A few days after 
this we had a prayer-meeting in which the power 
of God was manifested in the enlivening of Chris- 
tians, and awakening of the unconverted. Our 
young brethren held prayer-meetings in different 
parts of the parish, and these were attended with 
uncommon displays of divine ^^viet^ 
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One Sabbath, after singing and prayers, I arose 
to preach, but was so overcome with a view of 
the worth of souls and my own responsibility, as 
a minister of the Gospel, that it was some time 
before I could utter a word, and the congr^;a- 
tion sat gazing at me with astonishment. Well 
may we feel thus, for who is sufficient for these 
things. This was a Sabbath long to be remem* 
bered ; several were awakened, and one brother 
praised God aloud. The next day a man, who 
was awakened the day before, came to my house 
anxiously inquiring what he must do to be saved. 
I advised him to look to God, and persevere in 
all the means of grace. It was not long before 
he found peace in believing. 

We now had meetings every evening in the 
week, and the number of anxious inquirers was 
daily increasing. We had a meeting in a dwell- 
ing-house where there were four persons belong* 
ing to the family under concern of mind ; two of 
them were bro\ight into Gospel liberty the same 
evening. The next day we met in the meetings 
house, when the other two were born into the 
kingdom of grace. One of them was a boy 
about ten years of age. He stood upon the seat, 
before a large congregation, and related what the 
Lord had done for his soul. Others also were 
awakened and oiade partakers of (rod's pardoan 
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ifig love, at this meeting. At another meeting, 
one of my neighbors, a middle-aged man, was 
awakened to a i^nse of his situation as a sinner. 
Hnr distress of mind was very great ; he said he 
could see nothing before him but eternal misery. 
We pointed him to the Lamb of God which tak- 
eth away the sin of the world, and to the glori- 
008 blood of atonement. A part of the time he 
would have a gleam of hope, and appear calm ; 
but when he lost that, his distress would return. 
He continued in this way till about 3 o'clock in 
the morning, when the day-spring from on high 
visited him, and he rejoiced with joy unspeakable 
and fall of glory. 

A young man from Monument, a place about 
six miles from Pocasset, came to me in great dis- 
tress of mind, and requested me to preach at his 
house. Accordingly I visited him at his house, 
and appointed a meeting. While we were at 
teft, before meeting, this young man, in the an- 
guish of his soul, cried aloud for mercy We all 
left |he table and addressed the throne of grace 
ia his behalf. He continued in this state of 
mind for about an hour, praying incessantly to 
the Lord to pardon his sins, when his soul was 
set lit liberty, and he praised the God of his sal^ 
Tfltidli. By this time the house was crowded 
iHtb people, adsemhled for meeting \ mati^ \v%»x\ 
7 
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the word gladly, and the presence of the Lord 
was with us. One old gentleman, and several 
others, were made partakers of divine grace. 
For the space of one week we had meetings at 
my house, in the day time as well as evening ; 
and, I trust, a number were brought to know the 
Lord, whom to know aright is eternal life. We 
read that the apostle Paul continued his meet- 
ing till the break of day. At one of our evening 
meetings, the power of God, upon the hearts of 
sinners, was displayed in a remarkable manner. 
Some were rejoicing id the Lord, and others 
were in deep distress, from a view of their sins 
and lost situation ^ by nature; these would not 
leave the house, so that our meeting continued 
through the night, till the rising of the sun. It 
is impossible for me to describe the wonders God 
wrought, during the progress of this glorious re- 
vival, which continued some months. 

I resided in Sandwich till after the commence- 
ment of the last war. Suffering some privations 
and inconveniences, usually attendant upon war, 
I thought it best to remove from there as soon as 
an opportunity offered. 

I lived on the sea-board, and my house was 
near the shore. The English vessels sometimes 
anchored in Buzzard's Bay, a short distance from 
my house. In some places they came ashore in . 
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tlieir barges, and made their depredations, being 
quite an annoyance to the inhabitants. 

Our friends in Pocasset were very unwilling 
that I should leave them, and it was a great trial 
to me ; but, after considering the matter, I con- 
eluded it was my duty to go. We had always 
lived in harmony and good feeling towards each 
other, and we found it hard parting. Since that 
time, many of them have died, and several fam- 
ilies have moved away. 

One of our "preachers told me he thought I 
might find a large field of labor in New Hamp- 
shire, and, as he was going there himself, advis- 
ed me to accompany him. Agreeable to his 
advice, I went with him to New Hampshire, and 
found several places where they wished me to 
preach, and soon after tb's I moved to Salem, 
New Hampshire* 

In the West parish of Haverhill, Mass., there 
was a meeting-house which was occupied by 
Congregationalists, Universalists and Methodists, 
alternately* There was no Methodist church 
there, but many of the people chose to have 
Methodist preaching in the meeting-house, and 
requested me to preach for them their propor- 
tionable part of the time. I preached in Salem, 
Dracut, and Windham. We had large congre- 
gations in Haverhill, as each denomination at- 
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tended each other's meeting. I preached there 
some time before I discovered any particular fruit 
of my labors. At last we began to see a few 
mercy drops. One Sabbath, after preaching in 
the meeting-house forenoon and afternoon, I had 
a third meeting in a school-house* I took my 
text in Matt zx. 6, ** Why stand ye here all the 
day idle ?" Here the Lord poured out his holy 
sfMrit, and we had an interesting revival of reli- 
gion. 

Several of our friends were now anxioM to 
have a church organized, and the ordinances ad-* 
ministered, which we were thinking to do n» 
soon as convenient. In the mean time n certain 
Methodist Episcopal Preacher came to them dnd 
(^ered.his services to form a chnrch^ telling them 
that I, being a local preacher, had no right to do 
it. Our friends decUned accepting his offer, tell- 
ing him that as I was their preacher they pre- 
ferred that I should attend to that. According 
to their desire I organized a churdi and admin- 
istered the ordinances. We had our regular 
Comihumon Sabbaths, and many of our Congre- 
gitional brethren united with us. Our meetingdF 
were lively and spiritual, and the Lord was With 
us. 

After living: ar short time in Saledfr, I moved t^ 
Pelham^ N^ H. Thci firsts tiim I pieaeh«d k^ 
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Pdham the coDgregation wias not large, but the 
Lord encouraged my heart by making me instru- 
mental of the awakening of two precious souls. 
After meeting, an elderly and respectable gentle- 
man csjjoe to me and with tears asked me if I 
thought the Lord could have mercy on Much an 
<id sinner ^f be was. I told him that I believed 
the door of mercy was open for all who feel de- 
termined, through grace, to forsake their sins and 
trust in God, through the atoning blood of the 
great Redeemer ; for in him alone is salvation,. 
Soon after this he found peace in believing, and 
rejoiced 19 the God of his salvation. He imme- 
diately came to my house to tell me what the 
Lord had done for his soul, that I might rejoice 
with him. When we first met, I was convinced, 
by his countenance, that he was happy. He 
took me by the hand and exclaimed, << Can it be 
possible that the Lord has had mercy on such an 
old sinner as I am ?" He said he wanted to see 
all his neighbors together, that he might tell them 
what the Lord had done for him, and encourage 
them to seek the same blessing, and desired me 
to appoint a meeting at my house that evening. 
Accordingly I appointed a meeting, and, consid- 
ering the short notice, a large number assembled. 
At the meeting he arose and related his expe- 
dence, which was very interesting to all present 
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He continued faithful in the cause of God tfll 
fats death, which was very sudden. The day he 
died he arose in the morning, apparently as well 
as usual, took breakfast, and performed fieimily 
prayer ; he then walked out, and in a few min- 
utes returned and told his family he was taken 
▼ery ill, and believed his end was very near. He 
soon, however, found some relief and sent for 
me. I went immediately, and to my surprise 
found him sitting in his chair, looking as well as 
he usually did, and appeared to be perfectly free 
from pain. He took me by the hand, and with 
a countenance the most solemn and expressive, 
said, " I am a dying man, but I am not afraid to 
die ; I have a hope like an anchor, which I be- 
hove will hold my vessel fast.'' 

He conversed for some time very freely, and 
with great calmness and composure. I prayed 
with him and took my leave. He died in about 
twenty minutes after I left him. He took an 
active part in the Revolutionary war, and was 
highly esteemed as a patriot and Christian. 

A physician residing in Pelham, a man of re- 
spectability and intelligence, was very friendly 
to our cause, and invited me to preach at his 
house, which I did occasionally for some time. 
We also had prayer-meetings at his house, which 
were often attended with divine i^m«i« M. Q\i% 
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of these meetings two young men were convert^ 
ed, and not long after were baptized together. 
They were near neighbors, of one occupation, 
and called by one name. One of these young 
men afterwards became a preacher. He contin- 
ued faithful in. the blessed cause he espoused, 
and has now gone to his reward. His last mo- 
ments were those of happiness and peace — he 
longed to depart and be with Christ. This was 
the religion which enables the possessor to say, 
" O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where 
is thy victory ? — ^but thanks be to God, who giv- 
eth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

It was very hard introducing Methodism in 
Pelham. Many of the people were very ignor- 
ant respecting the doctrines and usages of the 
Methodist Church, and some seemed determined 
to remain so — imputable, no doubt, to the great 
degree of prejudice entertained against them. 
One gentleman said that he liked the preaching 
very well, but he wished to know what doctrines 
the Methodists held to. I then gave out word 
that I should preach three sermons in succession, 
on the doctrinal points as held by the Methodists. 
I preached from Job xxxii. 10, " Hearken to me ; 
I also will show mine opinion." This gentleman 
was present at each sermon. "WViewYW^Sxxsr 
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ished, he said, ^< If this is Methodism, I am a 
Methodist." No doubt many others might have 
said the same, had they been as open to convic- 
tion as he was. After this he was a constant 
attendant at our meetings. 

Prejudice at last was so far removed in Pel- 
ham, that they built a meeting-house which the 
Methodists were to occupy a part of the time, 
I was invited to preach the dedication sermon, 
and I continued to preach there a part of the 
time, while I lived in the place. The congrega- 
tion now began to increase, and many appeared 
much interested in our meetings, but it appeared 
almost impossible to get an organized Methodist 
Society there. At length the Lord poured out 
his Hofy Spirit upon the people, and we had a 
blessed reformation ; some of the aged people 
said they never knew such a time before in Pel- 
ham. 

The subjects of this revival were mostly heads 
of families. Some of these joined the Baptists, 
some the Congregationalists, and we succeeded 
in organizing a small society of Methodists. I 
preached only a small part of the time in Pelham, 
but in several other towns where I had calls. I 
preached in Andover, in a school-house, before 
there was any regular society there, but only a 
few scattering members. The congregation in- 
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creased till it was found that the school-house 
could not accommodate the people, and we re- 
moved our meetings from there to the Masonic 
Hall. 

I preached occasionally in Lowell, in a school 
house, there not being any Methodist meeting- 
house in the place. They soon, however, built 
a meeting-house, and I preached in it the first 
Sabbath after it was dedicated. I preached also 
in a school-house in Nashua, before there was 
any organized Methodist Society there. 

When I resided in Pelham I preached some 
of the time in Dracut. I found a small society 
of Methodists, and that there had been a revival 
of rriigion there, through the instrumentality of 
the Rev. Reuben Peasly. Here the people were 
very friendly and heard the word gladly. Our 
meetings on the Sahbath were well attended — I 
administered the ordinances, and our prayer- 
meetings were interesting. 

After residing some time in Pelham, I moved 
to Weston, Mass. I had formerly labored in 
these parts, and my old friends were very glad 
to see me, and received me with every mark of 
esteem and affection. They had built a new 
meeting-house, and invited me to preach in it a 
part of the time, with the travelling preachers, 
alternately. This I did, and pteacVveA *\w \5wb 
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meeting-house in Needhain, also the same way, 
changing with the travelling preachers. We had 
large congregations, and went an with our work 
very harmoniously for some time, till a certain 
preacher came on the circuit, who, it appears, 
was dissatisfied with this arrangement, and took ' 
measures to bring on another travelling preacher, 
to take my place. In order to do this they took 
Harvard from Needham Circuit, and transferred 
it to Lunenburg Circuit. One Sabbath I went 
to meeting as usual to fulfil my appointment, 
and found the new preacher there. I had not 
received any previous intimation of this, and of 
course was much surprised. The next Sa|)bath 
I went to my appointment at Needham, and 
found him there also ; and so it continued in 
each place, till I found myself completely sup- 
planted. 

' There was to be a Quarterly Meeting at Need- 
ham, which I was expecting to attend. On the 
evening previous word came to me, from the 
preacher in charge, that I must not attend the 
Quarterly Meeting, but must preach in Weston 
— and, for fear, it seems, that I should not get the 
information, another man was sent to me, early 
the next morning, with the same errand. Ac- 
cordingly I did as I was required to, and preach- 
ed in Weston. At this Quarterly Meetings Bro. 
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B., an aged and respectable man, and one of the 
oldest members in the church, one that had as- 
sisted in the i^laQting-house, and had done more 
within the last thirty years for the society than 
any one had done in the place, this brother, be- 
ing a member of the Conference, proposed that 
I should preach in the meeting-house half of the 
time, and receive as much for my labors as the 
circuit preacher did. This, it appears, the 
pieacher in charge had intimation of, when he 
requested me not to attend the Quarterly Meet- 
ing. Our good brother's suit was denied, by 
telling him they could not attend to it. Brother 
B. felt very much hurt respecting it, and express- 
ed his regret and disappointment ; but it was of 
no avail. He was a sincere friend of mine, and 
we had been acquainted with each other for ma- 
ny years. I now began to see that my way was 
to be hedged up on every side. Here were four 
of five local preachers on the circuit, and but one 
fourth of the time allotted for the whole of us. 
. I then desired the preacher in charge to appoint 
a day when he would meet the local preachers 
at my house, and make out some plan for us, 
that each might know what he had to do, — -for, 
said I, it is my desire to preach some where. If 
the Lord has called me to preach, when did he 
call me to stop ? Accordingly a ^Ivcaa ^^a %:^ 
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pointed, and be met the preachers, but nothing 
at all was decided upon. Believing the Lord 
had called me to preach the Goqpel, and that it 
was my duty to obey that call, I could not thii^L 
that it was the Lord's will that I should remaia 
long in this useless way. I never before realis- 
ed, in my own experience, so much of the un- 
happy effects of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
polity. 

About this time, I heard there was a Methodist 
Protestant Church organized in Boston, and I 
concluded to call on my old friend, Col. Binney, 
and inquire of him respecting it. I had been 
aojuainted with him many years, and introduced 
him to the Methodist Connection, when Metho- 
dism was in infancy in Boston. We used to at- 
tend the house of God together, and meet in 
band. Without delay I went to Boston, called 
on him, and told him the object of my visit. I 
told him that I was not altogether satisfied with 
the government of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and thought that some parts of it might 
be altered for the better. He said that he had 
been convinced of that for twenty years, and had 
talked with Bishop Roberts on the subject. I 
conversed with him some time, and when, we 
parted he desired me to call on Rev. Thomas F. 
Norris^ of Cambridge. I now felt much encour- 
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Bged by the intelligence received from my friend, 
Add, agreeable to his advice, I called on the Rev. 
Mr. Norris, who gave me every information ne- 
Gttsary. He told me that Dr. French, a minis- 
tifr of the Methodist Protestant Church, from 
Vir^nia, was then preaching in Boston, and I 
determined, as soon as convenient, to call and 
tbd him. I had never seen Mr. Norris before, 
and was much pleased with my interview with 
him, and found him to be a very candid and in- 
telligent man. I have since become intimately 
acqoainted with him, and have ever found him 
the same — a man capable of sincere friendship, 
md one that has done much in the cause of God. 
Soon after I returned home from Boston, I 
attended a Camp-meeting and saw the preacher 
in charge before spoken of. He took me asiiie 
and told me they had concluded to take Harvard 
bock into the circuit again, and that I could now 
have my appointments as they were at first. I 
tidd him it was very well, he could do as he 
pleased. lie also advised me to have nothing to 
do with the secession then going on in Boston, 
and give it no countenance whatever. I told 
lum I should not encourage any thing I thought 
irtbl wrong. I now began seriously to think it 
WIL8 my duty to withdraw from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church; and I accordingVj d\d. K^- 
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though I performed this duty with cheerfulness, ^ 
in some i-espects it was a trial. I had always 
lived in perfect harmony and good feeling with 
the preachers and members, and it was hard to 
leave them. I now saw the way clear, and felt 
it my duty to join the Methodist Protestant 
Church in Boston — and I bless God that I was 
enabled so to do. I could now follow the dio 
tates of my own conscience, and preach when 
and where the Lord should open*my way. 

I have ever been, and am now a firm believer 
in the doctrines and rules of the Methodist 
Church as laid down by Mr. Wesley, but for 
many years have been dissatisfied with some 
parts of the Discipline relative to church govern- 
ment. 

Some years ago I was in Boston, and met with 
the Rev. E. Sabine, a man highly esteemed for 
his works' sake, and an eminent minister in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, who, with another 
preacher, the Rev. Mr. M — , told me they were 
dissatisfied with the present mode of government 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and request- 
ed me to join with them and others, in a petition 
to General Conference to alter the Discipline, so 
as to admit of lay representation, and that local 
preachers might have greater privileges. I told 
them that I could heartily unite with them in an 
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object so desirable. Some time after this, Bro. 
Sabine came to my house, to talk with me fur- 
ther on the subject. He spent some time with 
me, and we parted with a- determination to take 
erery measure within our power, necessary to 
bring about a change in the Discipline, which we 
considered of so great importance. Soon after 
this he was called from his labors to his reward 
in heaven. Nothing more at that time was done 
about it, and I concluded to remain with them 
till I coald find a church accordant with my 
views, with a more liberal form of government, 
and hoping that they might yet reform theirs. 

Not long after I joined the Methodist Protes- 
tant Church, Jacob S. a preacher in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, called at my house and 
talked a long time, in a reproving way, about my 
withdrawing from the church, and asked me 
what was the cause of my leaving them. I told 
him that I was a firm believer in Methodist doc- 
trine, but was not satisfied with tlie church gov- 
ernment. " Well," said he, " we are trying to 
get the shackles off as fast as we can," and inti- 
mated that I had been too hasty in withdrawing 
from the church. He reproved me for lending 
a pamphlet showing the difference between the 
Methodist Episcopal and the Methodist Protes- 
tant Churches, as held forth in each discipline. 
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I told him that the Methodist Protestants were 
willing to let the world know their principles. 
He then said that he was authorized by the f 
Quarterly Conference to call on me and get my 
credentials. I asked him if he thought I had 
not earned them. He made no reply. I told 
him that I thought it was not my duty to give 
them up, and that no person had any right to 
demand them ; and, as I could not see what use 
they could be to any one but myself, I should 
keep them. I asked him if he thought it was 
right that local preachers should be treated as 
they are. Many of them have been instrumen- 
tal of planting churches, labored day and night, 
and grown grey in the service of the church, and 
have been faithful in the cause of God, and, after 
they have perhaps broken their constitutions, and 
are obliged, through weakness of body or family 
concerns, to locale, the Conference sends a 
young man on the circuit, who takes all the 
charge, and these preachers, who perhaps began 
to preach before he was born, must be at his 
beck and call, and completely under his control*. 
Is there, said I, any Scripture for this — any rea- 
gon or any religion in it ? He made no reply. 
A lady brought him a discipline of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, and desired him to read 
a clause on the 66th page, which reads thus : — 
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« Every local preacher shall have his name en- 
rolled on a class paper, and meet in class, if the 
distance of his place of residence from any class 
be not too great ; or, in neglect thereof, the duar- 
Icrly Meeting Conference, if they think proper, 
may deprive him of kis ministerial office" 
After he had read it, the lady said to him, **Now 
please to answer me one question — Is what you 
liave just read right ?" He said it would take 
•ome time to answer that question, and he had 
not time to answer her then* She said the an- 
swer required but one word, yes or no. — Is it 
right, or is it not right ? He said he could Diot 
answer her then, and took his leave of us, 

I now preached in Boston and ita vicinity a 
part of the time, till Dr. French retarnQd to tlm 
South, when I took his place in 3.oston, and 
continued to preach there about a year. We 
had our meetings in what was called the Han* 
cock School-house, which was large and conve- 
niently fitted for our accommodation. I preach- 
ed three times on the Sabbath to a large and re- 
spectable congregation, and adrninistered the or- 
dinances regularly. The Lord was with us and 
blessed us in our meetings by the awakening and 
enlivening influences of his Holy Spirit. 

At the first Annual Conference held in Bos- 
ton^ I was elected President^ pf the H^^ALOcvxyaK^Oo^ 
8 
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Annual Conference. I fell myself very inade* 
quale lo perform all Ihe dulies of this important 
office, but, as it was the wish of the brethren, I 
was willing lo serve them according to the best 
of my abilities. About this time I received a 
letter from one of my old friends in Milford, 
Mass., requesting me to come and see them as 
soon as convenient, and in his letter, saying, 
<< You need not fear to come because you have 
left us and joined the Methodist Protestants, for 
there are many here, whose views on ecclesias- 
tical polity correspond with yours, and are only 
waiting for a convenient opportunity to unite 
with you." According to his request I went to 
Milford, and preached on Sabbath in the same 
place where I had labored forty years before. I 
received a hearty welcome from my old friends 
there, many of whom appeared to rejoice that I 
had espoused the cause of religious liberty, and 
wished to have a preacher of our order stationed 
there. As there was no preacher in our Confer- 
ence who could be spared lo go, eleven or twelve 
persons sent in their names to join the Methodist 
Protestant Society in Boston. 
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CHAPTER VUL 

Agrseablt to the duty of a President of the 
Dooference, I visited every place in the Boston 
District The first place I visited was Maiden, 
vbere there was a good society, gathered by the 
indefatigable labors of the Rev. Thomas F. Nor- 
ris. May the Lord reward him. This was the 
Gnt society organized in the Boston District 
Sere we held a protracted meeting, which the 
Lord was pleased to bless with his presence. We 
had sixteen preachers present. One preacher 
was ordained on the Sabbath. The congrega- 
tion being very large, it was thought expedient 
to have our meeting in the grove, which was a 
K^mn and interesting season. Our love-feast 
ind sacrament were truly times of refreshing 
firom the presence of the Lord. The former 
part of the day, by the friendly invitation of Mr. 
Briggs, a Baptist minister, I preached at another 
port of the town, in his meeting-house, to a re- 
spectable and attentive congregation. Brother 
Briggs united with us at our meetings, and treat- 
ed us in a very friendly and Christian-like man- 
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ner, which was truly gratifying to us all. Fr<M 
the commencement to the close of the meetin 
the power and goodness of God were manifeste 
—a goodly number were awakened, and sever; 
entertained a hope of pardoning mercy. 1 
God be all the glory. 

r then went to Boston, preached, and tw 
preachers were ordained. We had a good coi 
gregation, and a very solemn and pleasant time 

From Boston I went to MiHbrd, and attende 
a Quarterly Meeting. Several preachers wei 
present; and one preacher was ordained Eide 
At this place also the Lord was pleased to me< 
with us, and we had a profitable and interestin 
season. 

I next visited Lowell, preached and adminii 
tered the ordinances of the Lord's Supper. 
then preached in Milville, Mass., and in Killing 
ly in Connecticut. Here the people heard tf) 
word gladly, and wished to have a preacher < 
our order stationed there. I then went to Grii 
well, and had a precious season ; the people aj 
peared to take a deep interest in what they ha 
heard. The congregation was so large that a 
could not get into the house, and many wer 
obliged to stand on the outside, notwithstandin 
a young man of the Methodist Episcopal Churc 
had a meeting in the neighborhood at the sakn 
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liffle, which I was informed he was in the Imbit 
of doing, whenever any of our preachers were 
tzpected to preach in the place, with which ma- 
07 of the people were much dissatisfied. 

From this place I went to Groton, in Connec- 
ticut, and visited an Indian settlement of the 
Pequod tribe. Many of them are the descend- 
ants of the celebrated King Philip. I found 
that several of them were converted, but were 
thcD in a luke-warm state. Saturday afternoon 
I preached to a goodly number, who had collect- 
ed to hear the word of life. The power and 
mercy of God were manifested in our midst, and 
the spirit of inquiry, << What must I do to be 
«Lved," rested upon the minds of many. A lad, 
about twelve or fourteen years of age, who had 
been in the enjoyment of religion for some time, 
arose and exhorted sinners to repentance, in a 
most pathetic manner, with tears flowing from 
his eyes, and his soul filled with the love of God. 
Much good, I believe, was done. In the even- 
ing we had a prayer-meeting, which also was a 
happy season. The next day, which was the 
8ai>bath, was a day that will long be remember- 
ed. In the morning we had a prayer-meeting ; 
after which I preached in a grove to a large and 
attentive congregation. The presence of the 
Lord was with us through the day. In the even- 
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iDg I preached again : It was a glorious titne ; 
sinners were brought to see their dangerous state 
by nature, and in the course of the evening five 
persons professed to find the pearl of great price* 
Well might we then say, " Great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of us." 

On Monday morning a considerable number 
cam^ to my lodgings. We sang and prayed to- 
gether, and had a blessed season. The same 
morning, a female Indian, who wms between sev- 
enty and eighty years of age, was brought into 
the liberty of the children of God, and related 
her experience in a public meeting which I held 
on the Tuesday evening following, before a large 
congr^ation. As it appeared very interesting 
to me, I will relate some of it in her own simple 
though impressive language. 

" Me very poor creature — me been one very 
great sinner — old sinner — great many years me 
do wicked — me hear good folks taMc about Jesus 
— me do believe them. Sister Amey keep talk- 
ing to me, wear me out — ^but me hard like one 
beetle. Sister Apes come to see me — me want 
to hide — me no want to see them — me fraid they 
talk to me» Then me go off all alone, go pray— 
me feel very bad — me get sick — ^me fraid I go 
to hell. Christians come pray for me. Jesus,. 
he come take me by the hand, led me along great 
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way — bimeby me see hell — me come close to it ; 
firaid I M\ in. Then Jesus lead me back ; show 
me one great mountain ; look very high, all full 
of crevices ; he say — make all that smooth before 
I come again — me say hard work. Bimeby 
Christians come and pray for me ; labor hard ; 
me fraid I go to hell. At last me give up all to 
Jesus — me very happy." 

She then said, ^'I cant talk like you white 
fidks ; me want to talk loud, make every body 
hear. I want to tell how I love Jesus ; what he 
done for me. O, how happy me feel in my 
heart, (putting her hand upon her breast,) I want 
to serve God long as he let me live. O, he show 
me how bad hell is ; 'tis one dreadful place ; me 
iee it. O, he pluck me from hell ; blessed be 
his name for ever." Then looking round upon 
the people, she said, ^^ don't do like me — sin so 
much. Love, love Jesus. Me very happy — me 
very light — me feel like a feather — me want to 
fly — me ready to die — ^me want to go home. 
Me no want to go back — me drink no more rum 
—•me want this good religion all the time." As 
I was coming away, I stepped towards her to bid 
her farewell ; when looking on me with tears 
flowing down her furrowed cheeks, and heaven 
beaming in her countenance, she said, " I sorry 
you going away ; I want you to pray for me \ I 
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want to meet you in heaven." I tarried with 
this people several days, prayed and conversed 
with almost every family in the settlement, and 
organized a class. 

The next place I visited was Slatersville, R. L 
where I preached, and the people heard the word 
gladly, they were very friendly to our cause, and 
wished to have a preacher of our order stationed 
there. 

When I was in Connecticut I visited the Rev. 
Lorenzo Dow, at his residence in Montiville. 
We had been acquainted many years, but had 
not seen each other for some time, and our inter- 
view was very pleasant. After I had retired to 
rest for the night, he came into my chamber, sat 
by the bed side, and conversed nearly an hour, 
and opened his mind to me very freely. He 
mourned over the infidelity and prevailing errors 
of the times, and the cause of religion appeared 
to lay near his heart. I think it a matter of sur- 
prise that so little has been said of him since his 
death. His labors in the ministry were indefa- 
tigable, and but few have been instrumental of 
doing more good than Lorenzo Dow. 

It is true that be was naturally eccentric, but 
often, like St. Paul, he became all things to all 
men, that he might by all means save some. The 
number of miles that he travelled, and the num- 
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ber of flermons that he preached when he was in 
England, as related by himself to me, is truly as- 
tonishing. On his first arriyal in England he 
procured a horse and carriage, hired a lad to at- 
tend him, and travelled through many towns, 
preaching several times every day when the 
weather would permit. When it was necessary 
to refresh his beast he would give him up to the 
care of the lad, while he would step upon a horse 
Uock, a rock, or any thing most convenient, and 
sing a hymn — this would attract the attention of 
the people and they would begin to collect. 
Then he would name his text and begin to 
preach, and before the close of his sermon quite 
a congregation would sometimes be collected* 
By this time his horse would be ready for him, 
when he would start for another place, no one 
knowing whither. 

It is well known by all who were acquainted 
with Mr. Dow that he had great confidence in 
sudden impressions on the mind, such as dreams, 
&c. He would sometimes tell his congregation 
in very positive terms, that such and such things 
would occur within a given time — and it surely 
is worthy of remark that they generally took 
place agreeably to the prediction I once asked 
him how he dared to take so much upon himself 
as to make such assertions. He said he believed 
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he had the Spirit of Ood, and that those impres* 
sions were from him, and if he should resist he 
should wound his own conscience. He told me 
that once when he was in Ireland, he awoke in 
the morning, towards the break of day, and an 
impression upon his mind whispered — pursuers- 
pursuers. He immediately arose, dressed him- 
self, took of his things what he could carry in a 
handkerchief, and proceeded directly to the har- 
bor, where he found a vessel preparing to get 
under weigh for the United States. He went 
on board and engaged a passage. They had but 
just started from the wharf, when three or four 
men came down, hailed the vessel, and inquired 
for Lorenzo Dow. Thus, like St. Paul, he es- 
caped their hands. His often collecting large 
numbers in the streets caused the suspicion that 
he had other motives than preaching the Gospel, 
and thoy were about to take him on the plea of 
making a riot. 

He generally preferred standing in the altar to 
preach rather than the pulpit. He was once 
preaching in a certain place in the state of R. 
Island, and as usual standing in the altar, when, 
looking round upon his congregation, he discov- 
ered a lady with an ear trumpet. There were 
two chairs in the altar ; he took one, and placing 
It directly before him, invited the lady to sit 
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there. Soon after she had taken her seat, an old 
gentleman came in with an ear trumpet also in 
his hand. Mr. Dow then took the other chair 
and placing it by the side of the lady, called him 
forward to sit in it. The lady was pious, but 
the gentleman was of quite an opposite charac- 
ter, and a stranger to Mr. Dow. In the course 
of his sermon, when he spoke of heaven and 
happiness, he would place his mouth close to the 
lady's trumpet and speak loudly in her ear, and 
when he spoke of hell and misery, he would in 
like manner speak in the old gentleman's trum- 
pet. 

Mr. Dow's manner of reproving sin was pecu- 
liar, but was often attended with good effect. A 
man noted for using profane language once in- 
, vited him to pass the night at his house ; he Ac- 
cepted the invitation and went. After his arriv- 
al, he said to the man, " Sir, I hear that you are 
in the habit of swearing ; don't stop on my ac- 
count, but swear as much as you please." This 
had the desired effect; the man was on his 
guard, at least, in Mr. Dow's presence. He was 
walking the street in a certain place and met two 
young men, who were talking in the most shock- 
ing manner, calling upon the Almighty to damn 
their souls, &c. " Amen to your prayers," said 
Mr. Dow; "yoa are in the habVl of ^tvjVw^— \ 
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am in the habit of saying Amen, when I hear 
people pray." The young men were struck 
with terror at this reproof — they had never 
before realized the awful import of their horrid 
oaths. 

After my return from Connecticut, I preached 
some in Bristol, R. I. There I Was received 
with a great degree of cordiality by some of my 
old friends, with whom I had labored between 
thirty and forty years before. They had a 
convenient meeting-house, and a good congre- 
gation. 

After residing in Weston about seven years, I 
moved to Methuen, Mass. After I had been 
there a short time, I was requested to preach in 
Dracut, Mass. It will be recollected that I 
preached there a few years before, when I resid- 
ed in Pelham. I now preached in a school- 
house, which was well filled with attentive hear- 
ers ; but it was sometime before I could discover 
any particular seriousness among the people. 
Feeling hurt to see such apathy in things of so 
vast importance, and anxious to see some fruit of 
my ministry, I visited from house to house, and 
inquired into the state of their minds, praying 
with them. In the course of my visits I found a 
lady who appeared to be powerfully exercised by 
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the awakening influences of the Holy Spirit — 
and several others partially awakened. Soon 
after this the lady referred to was brought into 
Gospel liberty, and praised God for redeeming 
grace and dying love. About this time, her fa- 
ther was awakened to see himself lost and un 
done without an interest in Christ, and soon 
foand peace in believing. He had a very re- 
markable experience. Soon after this we had a 
prayer-meeting at his house, which was one of 
the most interesting meetings I ever attended. 
After we had commenced the usual exercises of 
the meeting, this brother said to me, << Father 
Snelling, what doth hinder me from being bap- 
tized 7" — adapting the language of the apostle, 
oh a simihir occasion, I said, " If thou believest 
|& with all thine heart, thou mayest." Said he, ** I 
t^do believe with all my heart, and it is my desire 
to be baptized this afternoon." I told him that 
it would perhaps be as well to defer it till the 
next Sabbath, when there would be more people 
present. "No," said he, "I may not live till 
that time. I am convinced it is my duty to at- 
tend to it now." According to his request, he 
was baptized, and surely the Lord added his 
blessing — for a happier meeting I seldom wit- 
ness ; nearly all present seemed to be filled with 



118 MEMOIR OF 

the love of (Jod, and could say in the language 
of the poet, — 

" Mj willing tool would ttaj, 
in tach a frame as this ; 
And sit and sing benelf away. 
To eToriasting Uiss." 

The following eyening we had another meet- 
ing, which was also attended with the same di- 
vine influences. At this meeting an elderly lady, 
who had- been under concern of mind for some 
time, found peace in believing, and testified be- 
fore the people what God had done for her sool. 
Several others were brought from nature's dark- 
ness into God's marvellous light, — and there ap- 
peared to be an increasing attention to divine 
things, till we had quite an interesting revival ; 
a number were baptized, and we formed a small 
church, agreeably to the rules of the Methodist .; 
Protestant Discipline. We now had prayef-T 
meetings and class-meetings regularly, which 
were generally well attended, and we had many 
joyful, refreshing seasons. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

I HAVE always been a believer in what is call- 
ed, ^^ a particular providence," though brought 
about by natural causes. And when I survey 
my past life, and call to mind the narrow escapes, 
and the many remarkable incidents of my life, I 
am confirmed in this belief, and constrained to 
acknowledge an overruling providence. I have 
had some of the most remarkable deliverances 
when in imminent danger, and have many times 
received manifest and immediate answers to 
prayer. Surely the loving-kindness and tender 
^jfelnercy of God have been great towards me, and 
I am under the greatest obligation to love and 
serve him — blessed be his great and holy name. 
I recollect when I was a boy, two boys, about 
my age, and myself, hired a sail-boat to take an 
excursion on the water. We went as far as the 
Castle, now called Fort Independence, which is 
about three miles from Boston. These two knew 
nothing about a boat, and I was obliged to take 
the whole management upon myself. Not being 
acquainted with the business of sailing a boat, I 
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was as unfit for the office as they were. Tl 
wind was very high, and the boat careened i 
that her gunnel was almost level with the watc 
One of the lads was so frightened that he turnc 
very pale, and intreated me to lower the sail, 
told him there was no danger, and we kept c 
our course. One sudden gust of wind wou 
have given us a watery grave. We were out t 
ten o'clock in the evening. Nothing short of 
good Providence preserved us. 

Rev. Jesse Lee and myself were once crossii 
Bristol ferry, R. I., which is about one mile wid 
The boat had a mainsail and jib. The prop 
ferry man was absent, and another was employi 
to take his place, that did not understand tl 
business. We both had our horses on boaj 
with us. The wind blew a gale, and the » 
was very rough. The ferry-man should ha^ 
taken a double reef, but took none at all, ar 
the boat careened very much, as soon as we stat 
ed from the shore. Brother Lee was at the fo 
part of the boat holding his horse ; in a few mil 
utes his horse fell down, and the water can 
over the boat. The people on the opposite shoi 
stood looking at us with great anxiety, expectir 
every moment to see us capsize — they said th< 
never saw a boat go in such a way before. M 
Lee told the ferry-man that if he had lived ; 
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the South, he would have been called to an ac- 
ODunt for such conduct. 

At another time, I went from Falmouth to 
Martha's Vineyard, across the Sound, which is 
ome miles. It was in the month of January, and 
the weather was extremely cold. The boat was 
small, and I think had but one sail. The sea 
was very rough, and the.wind very high. When 
the boat was in the trough of the sea, it appeared 
almost impossible for her to rise again. There 
was no one in the boat, but myself, and the man. 
who had the care of the boat. This man was, 
an old pilot, and understood his business well^ or 
wc should certainly have been swamped. I pre- 
some he never experienced such a time before. 
Besides the danger of the sea, we came very 
near freezing. The wind being very high, the 
nter flew in every direction, and froze the mo- • 
ment it fell upon us, till we were covered from. 
head to feet with ice. When we reached the 
flbore we could scarcely walk or speak— but I 
was soon relieved and comforted by the sympa- 
thy and kindness of Christian friends. Thus I. 
focind the Lord to be a present help in time of 
trouble, and blessed be his holy name. He is 
the same kind and merciful God, yesterday, to- 
day, and forever, and nigh unto all who call upon 
him* 

9 
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Several years ago, when I was on a four 
weeks' circuit, I had one day about four or five 
and twenty miles to ride on horse-back. There 
was a great quantity of snow on the ground. Im- 
mediately after I started on my journey, a snow 
storm commenced, which continued to increase 
till it became very severe. The snow drifted 
very much, which so blocked up the roads that I 
was obliged to pick my way through the fields, 
and instead of my horse helping me, I was oblig- 
ed to walk and break the way for him. Night 
came on, and no house or human being was near. 
At this time I was wandering in a lonesome 
field, leading my horse, and was so fatigued that 
when I had taken one step I felt as if I could 
never take another. The night was very dark, 
and the storm raged violently. All at once I 
sank down and my horse after me — after a se- 
vere struggle we both succeeded in getting out. 
My fatigue at this time was so great, that I 
thought I must then give up, and lie down in the 
snow and die. I afterwards found that this was 
a ditch five feet deep, and the snow was very 
deep above it. I then had about two miles far- 
ther to go on my journey, but, through the pro- 
tecting care of a kind Providence, I accomplish* 
ed it and arrived safe to my friends. 

I was once riding in a sleigh through a large 
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drift of snow, the path but just wide enough to 
admit one sleigh — the snow was like a wall on 
either side, and it was impossible to turn out 
either to the right hand or to the left. A man 
that was with me suddenly cried out, and appear- 
ed much frightened. I turned my head to see 
what was the matter, and saw a frightened horse, 
m a sleigh without any driver, hard upon us, in 
full leap, and directly in bur track. I sprang out 
of the sleigh into the bank, thinking that expe- 
dient, and in a moment the horse had reached 
08. As he drew near, the man that was with me, 
by means of his whip, caused the horse to turn 
his head a little, when he plunged into the snow, 
which appeared to be almost over his back ; he 
jost grazed the sleigh, and passed within a few 
iaches of me. I never felt myself in more dan- 
ger than I did at this time. 

About forty years ago, when I was in the state 
of Maine, I often had to travel in the wilderness 
— and there being no roads then, we had to go 
by marked trees, and many times it was difficult 
to find the mark. I was riding through a very 
extensive piece of woodland, lying between two 
mountains. I was alone, and had no other guide 
but marked trees. I rode along this way for 
some time, finding my way with much difficulty, 
and at last could find no mark at all. There I 
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was in the wide wilderness, completely lost. " 1 
wandered alone in a solitary way." The bones 
of a man had been lately accidentally found 
there, who was lost two years before. His mo- 
ney and his watch were found with him. It is 
impossible to describe my feelings at that time. 
I saw nothing before me but death by starvation, 
I thought it useless to cry for assistance, for there 
was no house, and I concluded no person near. 
Most fervently did I pray that the Lord would, 
in his tender mercy, send me relief. I continu- 
ed to wander about fov some time, not knowing 
which way to go, and almost ready to give up in 
despair, when, turning my head, I discovered a 
man and a woman on horse-back. They also 
were lost, and were following my track. We 
were entire strangers, but I think I was never 
more rejoiced to see any person than I was to 
see them. We travelled on together for some 
time, each feeling the same hopes and fears, 
when, by the mercy of a kind Providence, we 
arrived at a place inhabited. I felt something as 
the Psalmist did, when he exclaimed, <^ O that 
men would praise the Lord for his goodness and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men." 

*' VlHien all thy mercies, O my God, 
My rising gouji. surveys ; 
Why, my cold heart, art thoa not lost 
In wonder, love, knd praise V* 
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But few can realize what it is to be alone, and 
lost in the wide wilderness. I recollect of read- 
ing, some years ago, of a gentleman in England, 
who, one dark and stormy night, when about to 
retire to rest, thought he heard an unusual noise, 
and opened his windows to listen. He then 
heard distinctly a voice crying, lost, lost, lost. 
He immediately sent his servant to see what was 
the matter, and found it was a little boy lost in 
the forest ; he saw his situation, and took this 
method to make it known. But what is it to be 
lost in this world, compared to the loss of the 
soul. Oh that mankind would think of this, and 
realize how precious their immortal souls are, and 
that they are utterly lost without an interest in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. One of the ancients ob- 
served, " We have two eyes, two ears, two 
hands, and two feet — ^if we lose one of these we 
have another, but if we lose our souls we ^se 
our all." 

Many, if they loose a horse, a farm, or a ship, 
wUl lay it to heart ; but alas, how unconcerned 
about their never dying souls. Socrates was a 
firm believer in the immortality of the soul. 
After he took the cup of hemlock he walked the 
room and felt the cold chill of death upon him. 
One of his friends asked where he would be bu- 
ried- " You may take the body," said he, " but 
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Socrates will be gone/' One of the ancients, 
when on his death bed, said, '< My dear children, 
think not, when I am gone, that I shall be no 
more. While my soul was in this body it was 
undiscovered by you, but you knew I had a soul 
by the actions of this body — when I am gone, 
believe it still exists, though still unseen/' 

Some of the wisest and most honorable men 
of every age of the world have maintained the 
truths of divine revelation, and have attended to 
the great and momentous concerns of the soul. 
How necessary it is for every one to seriously 
reflect upon the words of our blessed Satior, 
when he said, " What shall it profit a mun if he 
gain the whole world and loose his own soul ? 
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul." How wonderful is the love of Christ I 
How great his pity and tender mercy towards us 
-^of which he gave the highest assurance when 
he left the realms of glory and gave himself an 
offering and a sacrifice upon the cross. How 
great must be the depravity of our hearts, to 
sUght such love, and reject the offers of mercy 
purchased at -so dear a rate. We were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, such as silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ. 
Our blessed Lord, while here below, suffered 
hunger, thirst, and weariness. He became poor 
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in worldly things, that #e might become Spirit- 
ually rich. "The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head." He conde- 
scended to suffer ah ignominious death for us, 
although he might have called for twelve le- 
gions of angels. He trod the wine-press alone, 
and of the people there were none with him. 
He well knew the nature and extent of his suf- 
ferings, yet he did not shrink from them. " The 
cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not 
drink it." O the depth of ingratitude in the 
hearts of those who refuse to believe and obey 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ — and how 
great must be their condemnation. To such I 
would say, make haste and delay not to consider 
your ways, and come to the light, that you may 
be the children of light, lest darkness come upon 
you, and you at last be constrained to say, "The 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we 
are not saved." May we all meditate on these 
things, give ourselves wholly to them — truly re- 
pent of sin, and glorify God who has done so 
much for us. 

Was all the world of parchment made, 

"And every stick therein a quill j 
And every man a scribe by trade, 

And was with mk the ocean filled 3 
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To write the love Qf/3od how har4, 

To drain the ocen ixy ; 
I^or could the scroll contain the whole^ 

Though stretched from sky to sky/' 
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Agree ABLT to the wishes of some of my friends 
I have concluded to give some account of my 
ancestors. This narration must necessarily be 
brief^ in consequence of the limited knowledge 
which I at present possess respecting them. My 
grandfather, Captain Jonathan Snelling, was born 
in Boston, and descended from a family that 
moTcd from the county of Surry, in England, to 
Boston, about the time of its early settlement. 
He niarried a lady in Boston by the name of Ma- 
ry Falsy. I have been told that she was a lady 
possessing a strong mind and extensive informa- 
tion^ and could converse upon almost any subject 
with a great degree of ease and intelligence — and 
more than all, she was a believer in the religion 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and thought by her ac- 
quaintances to be very pious. They had nine 
children, four sons and five daughters, all well 
educated and respectable. My grandfather, when 
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young, commenced th^* sea-faring business, ud 
was considered one of the first ship-masten Jliat 
sailed out of Boston. For several years he used 
to go up the Mediterranean, but toward the lat- 
ter part of his life he followed the London trade, 
and brought fall and spring goods. I have been 
told that he brought the chime of bells to Boston 
that are now in the North Church. He spent 
much of his time in London, nearly as much, 
perhaps, as he did in Boston. 

While in London, he attended the ministry of 
Dr. Watts ; there he could go and hear the most 
essential doctrines of the Gospel, and his soul be 
fed with the bread of life. He was also a great 
friend to Mr. Whitfield ; and when he preached 
in Boston, in the house then called the New 
North, he put up with my grandfather, who lived 
opposite the meeting-house. 

At one time when my grandfather was in Lon- 
don, a little anecdote occurred with which he 
was so much amused that he afterwards often 
spoke of it when in company witH his friends, — 
which, perhaps, for the sake of variety, may not 
be amiss to mention. As he was one day wi^lk- 
ing the street, a little boy with a stool came up 
to him, and asked him if he would have his shoes 
cleaned — in order to help the boy, he consented 
to have it done — the boy performed his work in 



APPENDIX. 181 

3W minutes, and in the'best manner, and then 
dd his demand, which was but a mere trifle. 
It happened that my grandfather, at that time, 
had no change with him less than a dollar, which 
the boy could not change. Sir, said the boy, if 
you will keep your foot upon this stool till 1 re- 
turn, I will get it exchanged for you in a moment. 
Accordingly he took the money, and ran off to 
get it exchanged — ^in a few minutes another boy 
came and laid hold of the stool. Where is the 
boy, said my grandfather, that cleaned my shoes 
— he said he would bring me the money in a few 
minutes, and I am waiting for it. O, sir, said 
the boy, he has turned bankrupt, and I have 
ccmie to seize the effects — ^so saying, he slipped 
the stool from under his foot, and was off in an 
instant, and he heard no more of the boy. 

Once on a certain voyage, when he was 
young, and went mate of the vessel, they had 
taken in their cargo, which consist^ of wine, 
and were on the passage home, when they were 
taken by the Turks, who took the command of 
the ship. As they were short of water, they or- 
dered the captain to steer a certain point of com- 
pass which would carry them to one of their 
ports. When the Turks found that the ship was 
loaded with wine, they all went below to drink, 
so that my grandfather and the captaiii \^^t^ l^^l 
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alone on the deck. Seeing their situation, i^ 
wishing to take the best advantage of ityiAy 
grandfather desired his captain * to let him take 
charge of the ship ; and I wish you, said he, to 
go below, be very free with them, give them as 
much wine as they wish to drink, and detain 
them there as long as possible. The captain 
readily acceded to this proposal, and left him to 
take such measures as he thought proper. 

After the captain had gone below, and was 
well engaged with the Turks, my grandfather 
put the ship about and steered for the channel of 
England. He had a fair wind, and soon reached 
an English port. When the Turks awoke from 
their wine they found themselves all taken pris- 
oners. My grandfather was greatly applauded 
for this exploit, was introduced to the king, and 
had the honor of kissing his hand. 

When at home in Boston, he and his family 
attended, as their regular meeting, the preaching 
of Dr. Andrew Elliot. He lived, I think, but a 
short time after quitting the sea. When on his 
death bed he had some severe conflicts and great 
darkness of mind, with distressing doubts and 
fears, respecting his future state — ^but he did not 
remain long in this situation, he continued to 
look to the Lord, who is the light of his people, 
and the Sun of righteousness arose in his heart, 
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Krsed the darknesw, torned the shadow of 
i into a pleasant morning, and he could re- 
ye with joy unspeakable and full of glory. His 
t words were, I see the joys of heaven and 
jels coming to convey my spirit home. He 
(d January 27th, 1755. 

[t is often the case that some of the last trials 
the Christian are the greatest, and we never 
1 say that our warfare is accomplished till we 
ign our breath. Tried grace we have reason 
think is the best. " I counsel thee to buy of 
I gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
h." David cried, " Save me, O Lord, for the 
iters are come in unto my soul, I sink in deep 
re, where there is no standing. I am come 

deep water where floods overflow. I am 
iary of my crying, my throat is tried, mine eyes 

1 while I wait for my God." And again, he 
fSf ^^ But as for me, my feet were almost gone, 
f steps had well nigh slipped," — but he was 
livered from that state, and could say, ^^Though 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
inU fear no evil, for thou art with me, thy rod 
id thy staff they comfort me." 

« Calm as the stUlnoBs which sacceeds a stonu; 
Soft as the spring-tide in its milder fonU; 
When every bird, and every opening flower, 
£xhalef fresh sweetness from the yemal shower > 
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So still, 80 calm, so tranqailized the breast, 
When all the fiend-like passions are at rest, 
When grace and nature's jarring discoid cease. 
And conscience whispers, ail within is peace." 

At the time of my grandfather's death, my fa- 
ther was fitting for college, in order to a profes- 
sion, but my grandmother having a large family 
to attend to, thought best that he should learn 
the book-binding business — accordingly he serv- 
ed a regular apprenticeship with a Mr. Dennis, 
and also kept his book-store. My grandmother 
Snelling died September 23d, 1763. For seve- 
ral years she enjoyed that religion which was her 
solace in affliction, her support in the decline of 
life, and her comfort in death. 

Glory to God on high 3 the Christian dies ; 
Dies from the world, and quits his earthly clod. 
Dies, and receives the crown by Christ bestow'd. 
Dies into all the life and plenitude of God. 

Weslet . 

After my father left Mr. Dennis, he set up 
business for himself, and kept a book-store — ^he 
married Miss Rachel Mayer, daughter of William 
and Rachel Mayer, of Boston. My grandmoth- 
er Mayer's name, before she was married, was 
Rachel Warner. They had but one child, which 
was my mother. My grandfather Mayer was by 
trade a ship-builder, and had his ship-yard at 
North Boston. They were In^ought up in the 
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Congregational order, were strictly moral, and 
mach respected ; and I hope were made partakers 
of pure religion, and have entered the haven of 
eternal, rest. 

Look up, my soul, pant toward the eternal hills, 
Those heavens are fairer than they seem; 

There pleasares all sincere glide on crystal rills, 
There not a drug of guilt defiles, 

Nor grief disturbs the stream 3 

That Canaan knows no noxious thing, 

Nor cnrsM soil, no tainted spring, 

Nor roses grow on thorns, nor honey wears a sting. 

Watts. 

My father was a great friend to his country, 
and took an active part in our struggles for liber- 
ty, from the commencement to the close of the . 
American Revolution. 

It is well known by all who have read a full 
account of the revolution, that in time of peace 
an army of the British was sent to Boston, and 
took full possession of the town. They were 
quartered in different parts ot it. One regiment 
used to exercise directly before my father's house. 
Uajor Pitcarne, who fell at the battle of Bunker 
HiU, belonged to this regiment. My father, at 
that time, kept a store — the officers and soldiers 
were often in, paid honorably for the goods they 
purchased, and even treated the family with ci- 
vility and respect. Every morning, at a particu- 
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lar time, they paraded and called the roll. One 
morning it was noticed that they assembled ear- 
lier than usual, completely equipped and prepar- 
ed as for battle. It was conjectured by some 
that they were on some secret expedition, and the 
people were considerably alarmed at this move- 
ment. This proved to be their march to Con- 
cord and Lexington, where several of our worthy 
citizens lost their lives in defence of their coun- 
try. 

For some time after the English took posses- 
sion ot Boston, none were allowed to come in or 
go out of town, without a permit. One after- 
noon my father, with a friend of his, took a walk 
a short distance out of Boston, and when they 
returned were not suffered to enter the town, 
and consequently were, for some time, separated 
from their families. About this time they erect- 
ed what they called fortification gates, which 
reached entirely across the neck, which was 
much narrower then than it is now. These gates 
I perfectly recollect — they were very high, and it 
seemed almost impossible to scale them. My 
father not being permitted to go into Boston, en- 
gaged a house at Newton, and sent for his fami- 
ly, to meet him there as soon as possible. Ac- 
cordingly, my mother went to the commanding 
^eneral^ requesting a pass to leave Boston, but 



APPENDIX. 137 

could not obtain one ; again and again she ap-^ 
plied for the same favor, but was still refused ; 
she was quite discouraged, and about giving up 
any further trial respecting it, when she conclud- 
ed to make one more effort, and to her great joy 
received a permit. She then took her family 
out to Newton to meet my father, where they 
remained until Boston was evacuated. 

On the afternoon before the battle of Bunker 
Hill, our people met at Cambridge, in order to 
make the necessary preparation for a battle 
which they were hourly expecting. My father 
was there with them. There was the brave Gen- 
eral Warren, who came with his fusee and his 
powder-horn hung over his shoulder, and volun- 
teered his services. When they were ready to 
start for Bunker Hill, Dr. Thatcher offered a 
solemn and appropriate prayer to Almighty God 
that their heads might be covered in the day of 
battle, and they protected from their enemies.. 
On reaching the hill, they immediately set about 
building a breast-work, which they accomplished* 
the same night. The next day, which was. the 
17th of June, the battle commenced. Colonel; 
Bradlee and my father were appointed to super- 
intend the conveyance of five loads of provision • 
to the fort for the refreshment of our people. . 
AcaxdiBgljr they engaged five ox Veavna. \c^<^<^\ 
10 — 



138 APPENDIX. 

with provision, and five men to drive them. In 
order to reach the fort they were obliged to cross 
a neck of land directly in front of the Glassgow 
frigate, and a floating battery, then lying in the 
river. These soon discovered the teams, and 
aimed their cannon at them, to prevent them 
from getting to the fort. As soon as.the cannon 
balls began to whiz around them, the five team- 
sters left their teams, and fled with great precip- 
itation. Colonel Bradlee and my father then 
drove these five teams to the fort alone, which 
was the first time that my father ever drove a 
team. This was in the midst of the battle — but 
they were in more danger than the people at 
the fort. The balls flew thick and fast all 
around them, and I have heard my father say 
they were expecting every moment that their 
heads would be taken off, but a kind providence 
protected them ; not a ball touched them, or one 
'of their teams. Thus, agreeable to the prayer, 
their heads were covered in the day of battle. 

When they arrived at the fort, they found our 
people almost exhausted, and suffering greatly 
with thirst — all their cry was wat#r, water. Some 
hogsheads of beer were brought with the provi- 
ision, by which they were greatly refreshed. The 
day was extremely warm, and our people, by the 
^eiTect of the heat, the powder and flmoke, re- 
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sembled colored people. One man came to my 
father for refreshment, who had received a mus- 
ket ball in the back of his head, which took out 
his eye without touching the brain — blood and 
water was then gushing from the wound.* 

This was a dismal day. In the midst of the 
battle Charlestown was on fire, but our people 
kept possession of the hill till their ammunition 
was expended, when they were led off the battle 
ground, by General Putnam. Many brave men 
fell, and among them General Warren. At the 
commencement of the battle Colonel Prescott of- 
fered him the command, but he refused it, and 
was willing to take any post however dangerous, 
could be be serviceable to his country. His va« 
lor and patriotism have been seldom equalled, 
and the name of Warren should be dear to every 
true American, who values as he ought his civil 
and religious liberties. 

At a certain time when the English had pos*> 
leflBion of Boston, our people at Watertown 
were in want of ammunition. My father hear^^ 
log of this, volunteered with three or four others 
to convey it to them, if possible. Accordingly a 
Boow was procured and loaded with arms and 
ammunition ; and, to prevent suspicion,the whole 

* Three months after tbia, the ume man came to mj father to 
iwelv* W9'nthat,blM wound pevfecHj beaded. 
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was covered with boards. They then, in plarn 
sight of English vessels, poled the scow to Wa- 
tertown, and delivered the load to the people, 
who received it gladljr. 

Jonathan Snelling, my father's oldest brother, 
was of very different opinion with him, respect- 
ing our stru^les for liberty, and at the time of 
the revolution took part with the English. He 
took every measure to gain my father to his side, 
but his arguments were all unavailing. My un^ 
cle was a friend to his country, but he felt sure 
in his own mind that we could never gain our 
independence. When, said he to my father, 
your government can devise means to remove 
this fleet from Boston harbor, I shall think there 
is some probability of your gaining your inde- 
pendence. Soon after this conversation, Gene- 
ral Washington fortified Dorchester heights. 
This was accomplished, I think, in one night« 
Every thing was conducted as still as possible, 
and in the morning the thirteen stripes were fly- 
ing. 

These heights commanded the harbor of Bos- 
ton. Lord Howe, who commanded the English 
fleet in Boston harbor, could not bring his guns 
to bear, and requested liberty to remoTe. This 
was granted him with the proviso that the town 
should not be injured. With th^ jBiey complied 
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and left the harbor. Thus, by the judicious 
management of General Washington, the army 
and fleet were removed, without any blood shed, 
or injury to the town. 

The English left Boston in great haste, and 
many belonging to the town, who were on their 
side, went with them. Our people who were at 
Cambridge immediately took boats and came to 
Boston, and landed on the common. On their 
arrival, they found horses and carriages then on 
the wharves, that were left by the people that 
had fled with the English. All who had been 
driven by oppression then returned to their 
houses. When our family took re-possession of 
their house they found the Are upon the hearth, 
]K>t extinguished. 

My father, after this, was in the Continental 
store, dealt out the rations and kept the accounts. 
He continued in this ofl!ice six years. He lost 
much by the paper money then in use, which, at 
one time, was so depreciated that seventy-five 
dollars passed but for one dollar. I have heard 
my father say, that when he left the store, gov- 
ernment honestly owed him a thousand dollars. 
All that he ever received to compensate for this 
loss was one hundred, which General Knox pro- 
cured for him. at Congress. 

AAer ^ peace was proclaimed Vie leXwixve^ V^ 



142 APPENDIX. 

the book-binding business, and kept a store. He 
and his family formerly attended Dr. Elliot's 
meeting, at the house then called the New North ;. 
but in the latter part of his life be attended the 
Methodist meeting. He died of apoplexy, in the 
year 1316, in the 74th year of his age. He liv- 
ed about a week after the shock. He could not 
speak or take any food, but appeared perfectly 
sensible. I lived at that time about thirty raile» 
from Boston. My sister, who lived in Boston^ 
was then at my house on a visit ; a letter had 
been sent to inform us of his sickness, but we 
had not received it. My sister arose one morn- 
ing, impressed that some afBietion had befallen 
our father, and said she must return to Boston 
immediately. These feelings^ it appeared, were 
caused by a dream that she had the night before. 
She dreamed that she stood by the side of her 
father's bed, and saw him die. Mrs. K., a lady 
of her acquaintance, stood over him, closed h)» 
eyes, and said, he is not cold. After this, no- 
thing could be said to induce my sister to pro- 
long her visit, and I accompanied her to Boston. 
When we arrived at our father's house, my bro- 
ther's wife met us at the door with a great de- 
gree of solemnity upon her countenance. My 
sister said to her, is my father dead. No, said 
she, bat he is breathing his last. W^ th^u went 
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into the room where my father lay. Mrs. K., the 
same lady that my sister saw in her dream, was 
standing over him, and, agreeable to the dream, 
closed his eyes and said, he is not cold. He 
lived but a few minutes after we arrived at the 
house. 

He was a firm believer in the necessity of a 
change of heart, and by what I have known and 
heard of him, I have reason to believe that he 
made a happy change. My mother lived a few 
yeirs after hioi, and died when she was ninety- 
four years of age. Notwithstanding her age, her 
intellect remained remarkably bright till the last. 
She found the pearl of great price in her old age, 
joined the Methodist Protestant church, and died 
in the full assurance of faith, and in hope of a 
glorious immortality beyond the grave. I have 
one brother and one sister, both living in Boston. 

Jonathan Snelling, my brother, is well known 
in Boston as a school-master, having taught a 
school there for more than fifty years. We three 
are all that remain of ten children. 



Our dying friends come o'er us like a cloud, 
To damp our brainless ardours, and abate 
That glare of life which often blinds the wise. 
What aaith this transportation of my friends ? 
It bids me loye the place wheie now they dwell, 
And scorn this wretched spot they leave so poor. 
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Thus smitten friends 
Are angels sent on errands Aill of love : 
For OS they languish, and for us they die ; 
And shall they languish, shall they die in vain 7 



TOURO. 



CONCLUSION. 



In conclusion, I would say something upon the 
all important subject of religion, the one thing 
needful, which all must possess to insure true 
happiness in this world, and in the world to 
come. Religion does not consist in names, 
modes and forms, but in a fixed principle in the 
heart, having the affections set on things above, 
and not on things on the earth. The apostle 
Paul said to some, ^^ What you call heresy, so 
worship I the God of my fathers." What many 
believe to be pure and undefiled religion, others , 
call enthusiasm. How important it is that we 
should search the Scriptures, that we may know 
our duty, and learn from the holy word of God 
what pure religion is. David says, << It is to fear 
the Lord and trust in him." Ps. cxv. 11. 

Zachariah calls it righteousness and holiness. 
Micah says it is to do justly, to love mercy, and 
to waJk humbly with God. SuYavsX ^'K^'s.^\\.Sak 
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to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this pre- 
sent world. One good man observes, Sobriety 
doth right to a man's self; righteousness doth 
right to his neighbor ; goodness doth right to his 
Maker. St. James says, Pure religion, and un- 
defiled before God and the Father is this, to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ sums up all in one word, love, 
love to God, and love to our neighbor. On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. Matt. xxii. 40. 

When God created man he made him in his 
own image, pure and holy, andj a free moral 
agent. But man, being in honor, abode not ; and 
soon, by disobedience to the divine commands, 
fell from that state of rectitude and purity which 
he enjoyed when he first came from the hand of 
his Creator, and thus brought sin and death, with 
all its consequences, upon all his posterity. And 
unto Adam he said. Because thou hast hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the 
tree of which I commanded thee, saying. Thou 
shalt not eat of it : cursed is the ground for thy 
sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life. Thorns and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee, and thou shalt eat the herb of the 
£eld : In the sweat of thy face ehalt thou eat 
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bread till thou return unto the ground ; for out 
of it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return. Gen. iii. 17, 19. 

Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the 
world, for that all have sinned. Rom. v. 12. Sin 
is the cause of all the calamity that takes place 
in the earth. We see and feel every hour the 
sad effects of the fall, and that our depravity is 
universal. And God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every imag- 
ination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. Gen. vi. 5. The Lord looked 
down from heaven upon the children of men, to 
see if there were any that did understand and 
seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all 
together become filthy : there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. Ps. xiv. 23. The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God : for they are Spiritually discerned. 1 Cor. 
ii. 14. Thus the understanding is darkened, the 
will is inflexible, the affections alienated, and the 
conscience is defiled. The whole head is sick, 
the whole heart is faint. Mankind being in this 
state need a remedy. Is there no balm in Gilead, 
is there no physician there ? Yes, blessed be 
God, there is balm, there is a physician, the way 
is open for our recovery. God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begoXXftw^csw^^iKftX 
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whosoever belicTeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. John iii. 16. All we 
like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned 
every one to his own way ; and the Lord hath 
laid on him^ the iniquities of us all. Isa. liii. 6. 
But in order to our salvation, and that we receive 
the benefit of that great work wrought out for us 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, it is necessary that we 
should see by the light of the Holy Spirit the 
dreadful nature of sin, the purity of God's holy 
law, and that our hearts are at enmity with him ; 
and feel as Job did when he said, 1 have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now oiine 
eye seeth thee, wherefore I abhor myself, and re- 
pent in dust and ashes. Job xlii. 5, 6. And Da- 
vid, For I acknowledge my transgressions, and 
my sin is ever before me ; against thee, thee only 
have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight ; 
that thou mightest be justified when thou speak- 
est, and be clear when thou judgeth. 

The great and important duty required of us 
in the Gospel, is repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. We must feel 
that we are sinners, then we shall feel the need 
of a Savior — this the publican felt when he smote 
upon his breast and said, God be merciful to me 
a sinner. In repentance is grief for sin and 
hatred to it. Then shall ye remember your own 
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evil wtiySy and your doings that were not good, 
and shall loathe yourselves in your own sight, for 
your iniquities and for your abominations. Ezek. 
xxxYu 31 « This is a Godly sorrow, not the sor- 
row of the world which wi>rketh death. 

The doctrine of repentance our blessed Savior 
preached when he was upon earth. Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand ; except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. And he call* 
ed unto him the twelve, and began to send them 
forth, by two and two, and gave them power over 
unclean spirits. Mark vi. 7. And they went out 
and preached that men should repent, verse 12. 
St. Paul, when he stood in the midst of Mars' 
hill and preached to perhaps one of the most 
learned congregations in the world, said, Ye men 
of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious ; for as I passed by and beheld your 
dev( tions, I found an altar with this inscription, 
To the unknown God. Whom therefore ye ig- 
norantly worship, him declare I unto you. Acts 
xvii. 22, 23. And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at, but now commandeth all men 
every where to repent, verse 30. With repent- 
ance is faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, which is 
most essential to salvation. For there is none 
otht name under heaven given among men 
whe eby we must be saved. Afls iv. 12. Being 
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justified by faith we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. v. 1. In order to 
obtain this there are means to be used, plainly 
pointed out to us in the holy word of God. Faith 
comes by hearing — not in the neglect of it. And 
how shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard ? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher ? and how shall they preach except they 
be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the^ospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things. Rom. x. 14, 15. 
The Lord could have cleansed Naaman without 
any means, but it was required of him that he 
should dip seven times in Jordan. So our bless- 
ed Lord could have cured the blind man, but he 
must go to the pool of Siloam and wash. He 
could have bestowed the Holy Ghost upon Cor- 
nelius, but he was commanded to send men to 
Joppa and call for one Simon^ whose surname is 
Peter, he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose 
house is by the sea-side : he shall tell thee what 
thou oughtest to do. Acts x. 5, 6. And when 
Paul c^-ied and said. Lord, what will thou have 
me to do, the Lord said unto him, Arise and go 
into the city and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do. We can do nothing in point of merit, 
that has already been done for us by our Savior 
Jesus Christ; but obedience to God's commandft 
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is required of every intelligent being. Christ is 
the true light, and this light lighteth every man 
that Cometh into the world. John i. 9. And this 
is the condemnation that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. For every one 
that doth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light that his deeds should be reproved. But 
he that doeth truth cometh to the light that bis 
deeds may be made manifest,that they are wrought 
in God. John iii 19 — 21. And St. Plaul saith. 
The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal. 

Our Lord says, Yet a little while is the light 
with you ; walk while ye have the light, lest dark- 
ness come upon you. When we feel the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit upon our hearts we must 
be careful to cherish it. Grieve not the Spirit 
of God whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. £p. iv. 30. Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near. God will require the improvement 
of grace given. Where much is given much will 
be required. He that received the one talent 
but did not improve it was highly culpable, and 
it was taken from him. Why is it that some en- 
joy religion and others do not ? When St. Paul 
rdated his experience before King A^i^^^ Vmv 
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said, O King Agfippa, I was not disobedient un- 
to the heavenly vision. When Felix sent for 
Paul, he heard him speak concerning the faith in 
Christ. And as he reasoned of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trem- 
bled, and answered. Go thy way for this time, 
when I have a more convenient season I will call 
for thee. Acts xxvii. 24, 25. Thus we see that 
Paul was obedient, and Felix disobedient. 

Our blessed l.ord says. For this people's heart 
have waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hear- 
ing, and their eyes they have closed ; lest at any 
time they should see with their eyes and hear 
with their ears, and should understand with their 
hearts, and should be converted, and I should 
heal them, ft'att. xiii« 15. If mankind are not 
saved, it is in consequence of not keeping the 
commands of God, and the blame must surely 
fall upon themselves. 

If we would find the pearl of great price, we 
must take the steps that David did. Says he, I 
thought on my ways and turned my feet into thy 
testimonies. I made haste and delayed not to 
keep thy commandments. Here we see is con- 
sideration — this is the first step and of the utmost 
importance. Said Moses, O that they were wise, 
that they understood this, that they would con- 
sider their latter end. The ox knoweth his 
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tiiwneT and the ass his master's crib, but Israd 
doth not know my people, doth not consider^ 
Isa. i. 3. And they consider not in their hearts 
that I remember all their wickedness. Hos. vii, 
8. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy 
ways be established. Pro v. iv. 26. Considera- 
tion ponders matters M\y. We must take a re* 
trospective view of our past life, and endeavor to 
took at things as they are — compare one thing 
with another, and view them in aH their bearings, 
their natures and tendencies. Would mankind 
but seriously consider what sin is ; how deceit- 
ful, unsatisfactory and odious ; and how precious 
the soul, that noble, immortal part, which thinks 
within us, and which, in a little while, must be 
in heaven of heU, they would not neglect repenV 
ance as they do. Now therefore thus saith the 
Lord ^ef hosts, consider your ways. Hag. L 5. 

" A Beiioua thing to die ; my floal, 
"Wliat a strange moment must it be when, near 
Tky journey's end, them hafft %he gulf in vitfw. 
That awful gulf no mortal e'er xepass'd 
To tell what*8 doing on the other side." 

After David thought on his vmys he says, I 
t«med my feet unto thy testimonies. As I live, 
saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the "Wicked ; but that the wicked turn from 
his K^y and live ; toni ye, turn ye for why will 
11 
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ye die. Ezek. xzxiii. 11. Stand ye in the ways, 
and see and ask for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find 
reaf, for your souls. How dangerous, what foUy 
in the extreme to defer seeking the salvation of 
^ soul till a future period. Behold, now is the 
accepted time, behold now is the day of salva- 
tion. 2 Cor. vi. 2. The apostle mentions the 
notes of attention, and also the time twice, to 
show its importance. It is da.ngerous because of 
^e shortness and uncertainty of life. Whereas 
ye know not what shall be on the morrow. James 
iv. 14. Did Lot make haste out of Sodom, and 
the children of Israel out of Egypt, and David 
i^ake haste to flee from Saul ? How much more 
should we make haste to flee from the wrath to 
come. 

It is dangerous to neglect religion because the 
longer it is n^Iected the more diflicult it will be 
to obtain it. By continuance in the ways of dis- 
obedience the heart becomes harder and more 
obstinate, and the more rooted the habit of sin, 
the harder the removing of it. A young tree 
qsay more easily be taken up and transplanted 
than an old and stately oa^ whiph hath spread 
itfi roots deep into the earth. The Lord saith, 
My Spirit shall not ahvays strive with m^n. Gen. 
vip 3. There are particukir sew>ns of graeo 
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when the Spirit of God operates upon the helitt, 
iod in complying with or Blighting these, otir 
happinesB or misery depends. Grieve not this 
Spirit of vGod whereby ye are sealed unto th6 
day of redemption. Eph. iv. 30. And wfaM he 
was come near he beheld the city, and wept dyeflr 
it, saying, If thou hadst known, even tbom M 
least in this thy day the things which belong Wito 
thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes* 
Luke zix, 41, 42. If ye then being evil know 
how to give good gifts unto your children : how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him. The shep- 
herds left their flocks at midnight and came with 
haste and found Joseph and Mary and the babe^ 
lying in a manger. The Lord says, to-day go 
work in my vineyard. To-day, if you will hear 
Us voice, harden not your hearts. When we ask 
of God any particular blessing we are impatient 
to be heard at the first call. But God calls for 
duty again and again, and we hear him not« 
We are unpatient if God delay, and yet make no 
scruple to delay obedience to his positive com- 
mands. Hide not thy face from me in the day 
when I am in trouble, incline thine ear unto me: 
in the day when I call, answer me speedily. Ps« 
di. 2. We must be heard to-day, but duty is 
put off till the morrow. Our blessed Savior de* 
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layed not his love to us, and to give himself for 
US, and we are still invited to come unto him and 
be saved ; but many delay t» repent •f their sins 
and love and serve him, whieh is a matter of the 
highest concern — ^the greatest necessity — in com- 
parison of which all other things are dross. O, 
the ingratitude of mankind. How deep the der 
pravity of the human heart. 

** Gracious God ! 
Hew wonderfal a eompound mixture atranfe, 
Incongnioiui, inconsiateDt it frail man.' 

David made haste and delayed not to keep the 
commandments of God, and we see the happy 
result. Saith he, I waited patiently for the 
Lord ; and he inclined unto me, and heard my 
cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible 
jHt, out of the mirery clay, and set my feet upon 
a rock, and established my goings. And he hath 
put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto 
our God. Ps. xlviii, I, 2. Here is true evangel- 
ical experience — and it is pTain that we must 
comply with the means that we may attain the 
end. 

" Brief time 
Advances quick fai tread; few hours and dark 
Remain those hours in frivolous employ 
Waste hot impertinent: they ne'er return : 
Kordeem it dulness to stand still and pause. 
When drtad •teroity hath daima ao high.'^ 
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Some people object against religion because of 
the many opinions and differences among its pro- 
fessors. How can I, says one, judge what is 
right ? one is for this way, anbther is for that- 
one says, lo here is Christ, another says, lo he is 
there ; and Christ says, believe them not. One 
pleads for this doctrine, another for that, and a 
third denies them both. One is for this way of 
worship, another for that, another is neither for 
this nor that, but above all. So that I see whom 
to avoid, but I see not whom to follow. So they 
think this a sufficient excuse to pay no regard to 
religion. 

But what is. there, I ask, in which all men 
agree — they differ in their politics, philosophy, 
their manner of reasoning, appetites, complexion, 
&c. ilow absurd, how dangerous are all such 
excuses. All Christians are agreed that he that 
believeth not shall be damned, and in the neces- 
sity of fearing God and keeping his command- 
ments ; that we must live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world ; and that with- 
out holiness no man shall see the Lord. 

Although all good men are agreed in the fun- 
damental principles of religion, they are liable to 
err and differ in non-essential points. These 
differences are not inconsistent with a life of 
godliness and salvation. St. Paul speaks of 
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gome that are on the true foundatioD, yet build 
with wood, with hay and stubble upon it ; yet 
these shall be saved, though their works shall be 
burned. There are many that were of differing 
opinions when here on earth, who are all of one 
mind now in heaven. Therefore he that con- 
demns religion because of the differences of them 
that fear God, shall be condemned to hell. As 
abiding in the state of them that fear him not. 

Some put off attending to the concerns of the 
soul, supposing that to be religious they must 
give up every worldly delight and pleasure, and 
live a life of dulness and dejection. But it is not 
so— there are many innocent pleasures which 
pertain even to this life, which are not inconsis- 
tent with the Christian character — religion doth 
not extinguish, but sanctify our enjoyments. For 
godliness hath both the promise of this life, and 
of that which is to come. I Tim. iv. 8. Our 
Savior tells us, That whoever bath left house, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for his sake and the Gos- 
pel's, shall receive a hundred fold now in this 
time, and in the world to come eternal life. Mark 
X. S9, 30. Whatever pleasure (if it can be so 
called) that religion prohibits, it gives in their 
room far greater and more lasting pleasures. — 
What is the judgment and report of good men 
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respecting it. David says, one day in thy courts 
is better than a thousand elsewhere — I had rath« 
er be a door-keeper in the house of my God, than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness. Ps. Ixxxiv. 
10 ; and again, I rejoiced in the way of thy tes- 
timonies more than all riches, xix. 14 Solomon 
says, Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and 
the man that getteth understanding, for the tner- 
chandise of it is better than the merchandise of 
silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She 
is more precious than rubies, and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared to her. 
Length of days is in her right hand, and in her 
eft hand riches and honor— her ways are ways 
of pleasantness and all her paths are peace. Prov. 
iii. 13—17. 

St. Paul, describing the privileges of the Ghris- 
tian, says, For all things are yours, whether Paul 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come : all 
are yours. 1 Cor* xxi. 25. How important it is 
that all should attend to the concerns of the soul 
ia the time of youth. Religion is the greatest 
and most necessary business of life, and therefore 
aiiould be the first engaged in. Nothing can be 
of equal moment with this. If it is put off till 
old age, it is very rare that it is attended to at all. 
Life is short and uneertain ; no one knows tha 
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place where, the manner how, or the time when 
he shall die. How many diseases we are subject 
to, and each one sufficient to deprive us of life. 
The next hour or the next moment mi^ usher us 
into another state of existence. '< One dies eat» 
ing, another drinking, another laughing, another 
weeping, another walking, another praying, an*- 
other cursing and swearing, one dies at an ordi- 
nance of God, another at a play*>house. One 
dies at sea, another on shore. One asking a «ea-- 
man where hisfa ther died, he answered, at sea ^ 
and where did your grandfather die ? He also 
died at sea ; I wonder then^ said he, why you 
will venture to go to sea. The «eaman asked 
him, Where died your father ? He answered. In 
his bed ; and where died your grandfather ? Be 
answered, in his «bed too ; why then, mid the 
seaman, I wonder you will venture lo go to 
bed." 

We are liable to meet death at any time, and 
wherever we are^ or whatever may be our situa** 
tion in life, the king of terror is still approaching. 
O how dangerous it is to defer coming to Christ 
till the time of old age, when the health end vi*^ 
gor of youth, and the best of their days are past, 
when the grasshopper shall be a burden, and the 
years draw nigh when they «hall say, I have no 
pleasure in them% Our Savior says, *Strive to 
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enter into the straight gate, for many shall seek 
to enter in and shall not be able. Except a man 
be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
If any man come after me, let him take up his 
cross and follow me, or he cannot be my disci- 
ple. There are many duties required of the 
Christian. There is watching and [Nraying, press- 
ing towards the mark for the prize of the high 
calling, putting on the whole armor, fighting the 
good fight of faith, wrestling against principalitiet 
and powers, laying hold on eternal life, stand^ 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stap4*-^ 
How bitter must be the reflection of one that is 
sixty or seventy years of age, when on a sick and 
dying bed he looks back upon his past life, and 
finds that he lias lived in the neglect of these 
duties, and is a stranger to religion. A certain 
minister, when preaching, in the course of his ser- 
mon, related an anecdote which he observed to 
his congregation they would perhaps remember, 
when the sermoii^as forgotten. Said he. There 
was a nobleman that had a number of servants, 
and to each one he gave a badge of his office. 
There was one among them who was rather de- 
ficient in intellect. To him he gave a staff, and 
told him if he should ever find a greater fool 
than himself, to give him that staff. Some time 
after this bis master was sick unto death* Tloa 
12 



162 AFPENmX. 

servant came to him, and his master said to him, 
I am going to leave you. Said the servant. 
Where are you going ? I am going a long jour- 
ney. How long do you expect to be gone— 
shall you be gone a week? Yes. Shall you be 
gone a month ? Yes. Shall you be gone a year ? 
Yes, more than that — ^I am never coming back. 
What, going a long journey and never coming 
back ? What provision have you made for your 
journey ? None at all, said his master. Here, 
said the servant, take this staff'^for if I should 
live a thousand years twice told I should not be 
BO great a fool as yourself. This simple story 
may teach a lesson to those who put off repent- 
ance till they are upon a death bed. 

It was said of Hannibal, that when he could 
'have taken Rome he would not ; and when he 
would have taken it, he could not. So it is with 
many ; when they may have mercy they do not 
prize it, and when they would have mercy, they 
'find it hard to obtain. We read of some that 
entered the vineyard at the eleventh hour, and 
received a penny. One aged man observed, I 
entered the vineyard late, but I mean to work 
the harder. AN will acknowledge it unwise 
to put off the work of a day till the eleventh 
hour. So it is the greatest folly to put off salva- 
tion till near the dose t>f life. When Moses 
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went up from the plains of Moab unto the moun- 
tain of Nebo to the top of Pisgah, the Lord 
showed him all the land of Canaan. Moses pro- 
bably looked back and considered how the Lord 
had delivered him out of Egypt, and brought him 
through the Red Sea. How he gave water out 
of the Rock, and manna from heaven. And de- 
livered him out of the hand of Sihon, king of the 
Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan. Then he 
beheld a land flowing with milk and honey. So 
the Christian, whose work is done and well done, 
looks forward and beholds, by faith, the heavenly 
Canaan, his everlasting inheritance. Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end 
of that man is peace. Ps. xxxvii. 37. 

'' Religion's all. Decending from the skiei 

To wretched man 

Religrion; Providence; an afler state ! 
Here is firm footing; here is solid rock; 
This can support us *, all is sea besides, 
Sinks under us ; bestorms and tlieri'devonrs, 
His hand the good man fastens on the skies, 
And bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl. 
* « * * * • 

Believe, and show the reason of a man ; 
Relieve, and taste the pleasure of a God ; 
Believe, and look with pleasure on the tomb.'' 
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